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Your council, your career.

There is a wide range of planning and development careers 
available in local government.

One of the most important functions of local government is 
managing the use of land and providing the physical facilities 
and services required in communities.  This role is performed by 
town planners. Sixty to seventy per cent of all planners work for 
councils at some stage in their careers.

Town planners are highly sought after by all councils. Growth 
areas such as fringe metropolitan areas and regional centres 
have a particular demand for planning staff.  In inner suburbs, 
planners might be involved in revitalising older suburbs.

Virtually all councils employ planners. In the larger councils 
there are teams of planners, providing the opportunity to work 
in areas such as strategic planning, development control and 
environmental planning.  Small councils may employ a single 
planner.

Planning and Development

As a � rst year practising planner you are likely to have the 
opportunity to work on strata development applications, changes 
of zoning/land use and in� uence such matters as housing policy, 
streetscape and urban design. 

Education and Training
Some jobs in planning and development do not require a university 
degree. There are vocational education and training courses 
offered by TAFE and other Registered Training Organisations 
(RTOs).  Examples of quali� cations you might consider are:

� Bachelor of Planning and Design

� Bachelor of Urban Planning and Development

� Bachelor of Urban, Rural and Environmental Planning

� Bachelor of Applied Science (Planning)

� Advanced Diploma of Building Surveying
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