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Consolidated Motions  

C1 Consolidated Motion: Landfill levy / Sustainability Fund 
Motion: 
That the MAV advocates to the Victorian Government to:     

• invest the Sustainability Fund in statewide recycling initiatives and new 
technologies to address the current recycling crisis   

• allocate additional funding from the Sustainability Fund to compensate councils 
for increased kerbside recycling / waste management costs following the 
shutdown of a SKM Recycling   

• improve transparency regarding the distribution and spending of the landfill levy 
and Sustainability Fund   

• use funding from the Sustainability Fund to assist councils to undertake 
community waste reduction programs and projects    

• boost landfill levy funding to the Waste and Resource Recovery Groups across 
all regions in Victoria to enable them to effectively perform their duties 

 
 
Motions being consolidated: 
Sustainability Fund Allocation - Kingston City Council      [Motion 7] 
Landfill Levy - Boroondara City Council       [Motion 10]  
Recycling Industry funding assistance - Maribyrnong City Council     [Motion 11] 
State Government Landfill Levy – Latrobe City Council     [Motion 14] 
 
Does the Motion have state-wide Sector Significance?  
Yes  
 
Is the Motion relevant to MAV Draft Strategic Plan 2019/21? 
Yes, Waste & Resource recovery 
 
 
Rationale:  
All four motions relate to use of the landfill levy and Sustainability Fund 
 

C2 Consolidated Motion:  Advocate to Prioritise the early delivery 
of community services and infrastructure 

Motion: 
That the Municipal Association of Victoria advocate to the Victorian Government to prioritise 
the early delivery of community services and infrastructure, including transport infrastructure, 
in order to avoid the costly, and often inadequate, retrofitting of emerging communities and 
support interconnectivity between roads, public transport and active transport. 
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Motions being consolidated: 
Prioritise Transport in Emerging Communities – Mitchell Shire Council   [Motion 17]  
Early Delivery of Community Services for Emerging Communities – Mitchell Shire Council 
           [Motion 18] 
 
Does the Motion have state-wide Sector Significance?  
Yes 
 
Is the Motion relevant to MAV Draft Strategic Plan 2019/21? 
Yes, Transport & Infrastructure  
 
Rationale:  
The early provision of comprehensive, well planned transport infrastructure and services is 
vital to ensuring the long-term sustainability and liveability of communities within Melbourne’s 
Growth Areas. The government must be called upon to deliver integrated, well serviced 
transport options for emerging communities and communities which have experienced rapid 
growth over recent years yet remain under-serviced. This requires the provisioning of road, 
public transport and active transport infrastructure which supports efficient, affordable and 
accessible mobility through and between communities. This is not only important for 
economic productivity or general liveability, but it is also an important element of ensuring 
gender equity within emerging communities.  
 
Many emerging communities face substantial challenges related to place-making, 
community building and resilience. Often communities within growth areas are made of 
residents from an amazingly diverse range of backgrounds having moved from neighbouring 
areas, cross-city, inter-state or from overseas. As local councils we celebrate and embrace 
the exciting opportunities to grow and learn which are presented by our new residents.  
 
These communities, however, often suffer from a lack of extant infrastructure for many of 
their formative years. It is vital that social and community infrastructure, along with transport 
and other basic infrastructure, is provided early and comprehensively. The early delivery of 
infrastructure and services helps to nurture a community, improve their resilience, future 
proof their liveability and promote placemaking.  
 
Research has highlighted the existence and growing harm of the ‘spatial leash’ upon women 
in outer Melbourne. With growing reliance upon cars as the primary mode of transport and 
the persistent nature of gender normative roles, women bear the majority burden of an 
inability to move across our city. This is disproportionately detrimental to the physical and 
mental health of women within growth areas. Providing accessible, affordable and 
appropriate public and active transport options can have far reaching positive impacts within 
emerging communities. 
 
The MAV should advocate to the Victorian government for the early delivery of community 
services and infrastructure, including transport infrastructure, in order to avoid the costly, and 
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often inadequate, retrofitting of emerging communities and support interconnectivity between 
roads, public transport and active transport with the aim of increasing efficient, affordable 
and accessible mobility through and between communities. 
 

C3 Consolidated Motion: Climate emergency response 
Motion: 
That the MAV call on the Victorian Government and Federal Government establish a climate 
emergency taskforce to identify priority actions and budget commitments to address climate 
change and advocate for the Victorian Government to:   

• Establish a $1 billion fund for councils to build the resilience of climate change 
vulnerable communities.      

• Commit to providing maximum protection for all people, economies, species, 
ecosystems, and civilisations, and to fully restoring a safe climate      

• Mobilise the required resources and take effective action at the necessary scale 
and speed across Australia,      

• Transform the economy to zero emissions and make a fair contribution to 
drawing down the excess carbon dioxide in the air,      

• Encourage all other governments around the world to take these same actions.      
• Amend the Planning and Environment Act to take into account climate risk as a 

factor in planning schemes and planning decisions;     
• Introduce mandatory disclosure of energy performance for all buildings at sale or 

lease;     
• Mandate minimum energy efficiency performance standards for rental properties;      
• Provide incentives for low-income home owners to upgrade their homes;     
• Introduce obligations on energy companies to achieve annual energy efficiency 

reductions.      
• Introduce minimum energy performance standards to at least a 7-star NATHERS 

equivalent and the introduction of an energy usage budget (whole-of-building) for 
new builds and major renovations of homes     

• Increase the resources that the Victorian Building Authority has to address non-
compliance; and      

• Provide additional funding to ensure all new social housing complies with 
minimum energy performance standards and that the energy efficiency existing 
social housing is improved. 

 
Motions being consolidated: 
Climate Emergency Funding - Maribyrnong City Council      [Motion 41] 
Climate Emergency - City of Darebin       [Motion 42]  
 
Does the Motion have state-wide Sector Significance?  
Yes  
 
Is the Motion relevant to MAV Draft Strategic Plan 2019/21? 
Yes, Climate impacts & emergency management 
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Rationale:  
Have deleted text re asking state and federal governments to declare / acknowledge we're in 
a climate emergency as had resolution that said same thing in May 2019. 

  C4 Consolidated Motion: Social and affordable housing 
Motion: 
That the MAV:   
 
Acknowledges the need for 3,000 new social and public housing units to be built every year 
for ten years in Victoria as identified by the Victorian Homelessness Council and commits to 
working with the sector to:     

• Lobby the State Government to invest in these number of units     
• Collaborativelly identify suitable sites on public land to assist in reaching this 

goal.   
• Evaluate and determine in conjunction with the State social and affordable 

housing policy, including social and affordable housing targets    
• Work collaboratively with State and Federal Government agencies to directly 

address local homelessness and housing issues.   
 
Advocates to the State Government to:   

• To prioritise increased funding for dedicated crisis housing stock   
• prioritise increased funding for urgently needed dedicated crisis housing stock 

and intensive support services for rough sleepers, including outreach (on street) 
clinical psychiatric assessments and mental health services; and     

• Provide significant, consistent and ongoing funding for social and affordable 
housing, which includes targeted support to address the needs of our vulnerable 
community members at risk of homelessness. 

 
Motions being consolidated: 
Increased homeless support: City of Stonnington      [Motion 24] 
Affordable and social housing crisis in Victoria: City of Melbourne    [Motion 28] 
Social and Public Housing: City of Darebin        [Motion 22] 
Social Housing Development in the Western Region: Maribyrnong City Council  [Motion 47] 
 
Does the Motion have state-wide Sector Significance?  
Yes  
 
Is the Motion relevant to MAV Draft Strategic Plan 2019/21? 
Yes, Population change 
 
Rationale:  
Clear similarities between motions and rationales, social housing development in the 
Western region is captured in this motion. 
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Motions of state-wide significant and related to the MAV 
Strategic Plan 2019/21  
 

Strategic Priority Area: Financial sustainability  

1 Sport and Recreation Funding for Grassroot Communities 
 
Submitting Council: Brimbank City Council 
 
Motion: 
That Municipal Association of Victoria State Council write to the Minister for Sport to call on 
the Victorian Government to:      

1. Provide increased funding for local community grassroot sport through the 
Community Sport Infrastructure Fund, Better Pool Fund and Community Sport 
Loans Schemes and      

2. Provide ongoing funding and application timeline certainty around these funds. 
 
Does the Motion have state-wide Sector Significance?  
Yes  
 
Is the Motion relevant to MAV Draft Strategic Plan 2019/21? 
Yes 
Financial sustainability  
 
Is the Motion identical or substantially similar to a motion submitted to State council in May 
2018, October 2018 or May 2019?  
No  
 
Submitting Council Rationale:  
Local Councils all need more help from the Victorian Government to continue upgrading 
local sporting infrastructure.     
 
Booming participation from women and girls, combined with the Victorian Government’s rate 
capping policy on local governments, are placing increasing pressure on councils to continue 
meeting community demand for sport facilities.     
 
The Victorian Government’s lead community sport funds include the Community Sport 
Infrastructure Fund (CSIF), Better Pools Fund (BPF), and the new Community Sport 
Infrastructure Loans Scheme (CSILS).     
 
All Council rely on these funding streams to help support local sport upgrades.     
 
However following the 2018 Victorian Election, there has been uncertainty and delays 
around the future amount allocations and application timelines associated with these funds.     
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This uncertainty has impacted on council consideration of projects, and the uncertainty 
should end.     
 
Just like the Victorian Government provides ongoing funding certainty to Major Events, local 
community sport should also be provided with the same certainty.     
 
While major events are drivers for economic growth for the state, and help inspire people to 
get active- it is local community sport clubs who play the fundamental role in getting 
communities fit and healthy.     
 
The Victorian government should commit to ongoing funding allocations for all its community 
sport programs, which will give councils and communities certainty so they can plan for 
comprehensive local sport projects and pipelines. 
 

2 Broadening of the Rating Review Strategy 
 
Submitting Council: Mildura Rural City 
 
Motion: 
That the Municipal Association of Victoria lobby the State Government to consider 
broadening the scope of the current Rating System review to include an assessment of the 
fairness of using Capital Improved Value (CIV) to determine rates and also the inequity 
between rural councils compared to more financially viable metropolitan counterparts with 
consideration given to reassessing the criteria applied to the Financial Grants Scheme 
(FAGS). 
 
Does the Motion have state-wide Sector Significance?  
Yes  
 
Is the Motion relevant to MAV Draft Strategic Plan 2019/21? 
Yes 
Financial sustainability  
 
Is the Motion identical or substantially similar to a motion submitted to State council in May 
2018, October 2018 or May 2019?  
No  
 
 
 
Submitting Council Rationale:  
Mildura Rural City Council remains extremely concerned that the scope of the current Rating 
System Review may not address what it considers to be the fundamental flaw in the current 
rating system, namely the inequities that stem from the limited rate base existing in most 
municipalities as compared to metropolitan municipalities.     
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Rural Councils can not only find themselves with limited rate bases, but often experience 
higher operational costs in delivering their services across their regions.     
 
With a CIV based rating system likely to continue within the new Local Government Act, and 
without changes to the Financial Assistance grants Scheme, rural Councils in their efforts to 
maintain the same level of services to their metropolitan counterparts, will be obliged to 
charge their ratepayers an iniquitously higher rate in the dollar for the same (CIV) valued 
property. 
 

3 Cost Recovery for Properties with Hoarding and Squalor 
 
Submitting Council: Maroondah City Council 
 
Motion: 
That the Municipal Association of Victoria State Council calls upon the State Government to 
amend section 197 (5) of the Public Health and Wellbeing Act to allow Councils the option to 
recover the costs and expenses from regulatory action and orders by issuing a charge to the 
land or property that is the subject of the order, along with the existing ability to pursue the 
person on whom the order is made. 
 
Does the Motion have state-wide Sector Significance?  
Yes  
 
Is the Motion relevant to MAV Draft Strategic Plan 2019/21? 
Yes 
Financial sustainability  
 
Is the Motion identical or substantially similar to a motion submitted to State council in May 
2018, October 2018 or May 2019?  
No  
 
Submitting Council Rationale:  
The Public Health and Wellbeing Act (PHWB Act) 2008 (s60) sets out a positive duty of 
Councils to investigate nuisances. Hoarding incidents have historically been investigated 
under the nuisance provisions of the PHWB Act. A home or property where hoarding and 
squalor exists is reported to councils, often by neighbours, due to odours, poor condition of 
the property, risk of fire, pests and vermin.  If there is a failure to act, councils can be found 
to not have fulfilled the requirements of the legislation.      
 
Hoarding is now recognised in the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders as 
a long term behavioural mental health condition. Council recognises that these properties 
can pose significant risk to the residents, neighbours and emergency services attending the 
property. However, enforced clean-ups are incredibly distressing to the householder and to 
staff overseeing the clean-up. The removal of the items cause significant trauma and 
anxiety, are very expensive to complete and often just result in more items being returned to 
the property.      
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Currently, the PHWB Act s197 (5) states that when an order has been made under s197 (4), 
the Council may both enter the land to which the order relates and abate the nuisance and 
do whatever is necessary to execute the order; and then recover the costs and expenses 
incurred by it from the person on whom the order is made. There is no option for the Council 
to place these costs on the land/property. People suffering from hoarding disorder are often 
extremely vulnerable and isolated. In these instances, Council may have no option but to 
sue the householder for expenses incurred in the clean-up and legal costs. Residents with 
few resources are not able to pay, so the Council absorbs the costs (anywhere between 
$10,000 and $50,000). 
 

4 Green Wedge Management Plan funding support 
 
Submitting Council: Nillumbik Shire Council  
 
Motion: 
That the MAV advocate to the State Government to create a grant to allow councils in the 
Green Wedge to apply for funds to help with preserving the Green Wedge and deliver on 
actions deriving from GWMPs. 
 
Does the Motion have state-wide Sector Significance?  
Yes  
 
Is the Motion relevant to MAV Draft Strategic Plan 2019/21? 
Yes 
Financial sustainability  
 
Is the Motion identical or substantially similar to a motion submitted to State council in May 
2018, October 2018 or May 2019?  
No  
 
Submitting Council Rationale:  
Plan Melbourne, the State’s Metropolitan Planning Strategy, states that ‘Green Wedge 
Management Plans must be in place to support achievement of desired green wedge  
outcomes’. The key task of a Green Wedge Management Plan (GWMP) is to articulate the 
type, scale and form of change in the green wedge and how those changes will be  
managed and facilitated.     
 
It has been identified through the review of our GWMP that significant resources are 
required to assist in preserving the Green Wedge and deliver on actions deriving from the 
GWMP. The challenges of financial and economic difficulties created by limited revenue 
growth, environmental burden created by human activity, ageing infrastructure, and cost 
shifting impact on local governments ability to adequately deliver what is needed to manage 
and protect the green wedge. 
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5 Transitional funding support for Council pound and animal 
shelter services 

 
Submitting Council: Greater Bendigo City Council 
 
Motion: 
That the State Government provide urgent funding to cover the transitional costs being 
incurred by Victorian municipalities to assume the management of their local pound and 
animal shelters services, as a result of the RSPCA’s decision to move away from 
management these service on behalf of Local Governments. 
 
Does the Motion have state-wide Sector Significance?  
Yes  
 
Is the Motion relevant to MAV Draft Strategic Plan 2019/21? 
Yes 
Financial sustainability  
 
Is the Motion identical or substantially similar to a motion submitted to State council in May 
2018, October 2018 or May 2019?  
Yes 
 
Submitting Council Rationale:  
Victorian municipalities have a range of responsibilities under the Domestic Animals Act 
1994 (the Act), including the provision of pound services. Pound and animal shelter services 
can be delivered by the Council concerned, or contracted out.  The City of Greater Bendigo 
(the City) like many other Councils, have contracted out pound and associated shelter 
services to the RSPCA. In Bendigo this has been the successful arrangement for more than 
20 years.  Historically in Bendigo, the RSPCA has been the only organisation to tender for 
the contract. There has been no alternative service provider, particularly with the capacity 
necessary to run these services in a municipality the size of the City of Greater Bendigo.  
Recently the RSPCA has taken a strategic decision to transition away from the provision of 
pound and animal shelter services, which was reflected in their pursuing full cost recovery 
for any contracted services they provide. This decision has had significant impacts on the 
cost of providing these services for a number of Councils, not only in Victoria.   
 
In response, the City determined it to be more cost effective in the long term to provide 
pound and animal shelter services in-house from the end of June 2019, rather than enter 
into a contract with the RSPCA at the inflated rates. Contracting to an alternative provider 
was also not available, as there are no service providers in the municipality that have the 
scale of operation necessary.  Other Councils in the region have taken similar decisions over 
the past 12-24 months including Shepparton, Ballarat and Campaspe.  The costs of this 
transition from a contracted service to an in-house service are considerable, particular for 
the City who have not provided theses services for more than 20 years, and do not have a 
code compliant facility from which to operate the service.    
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The additional cost to the Greater Bendigo City Council budget is expected to be initially 
around $660,000 annually, however bringing the service in-house gives the City 
opportunities to continue to deliver a high quality service, while being able to identify and 
implement efficiencies. 
 
 

Strategic Priority Area: Waste & resource recovery  

6 Environmental Equity 
 
Submitting Council: Brimbank City Council 
 
Motion: 
That MAV State Council calls upon the Federal and State governments to work with 
Victorian Local Government Areas (LGAs) to urgently address the environmental equity 
issues occurring as many local communities are increasingly being expected to absorb the 
unfair burden of addressing current and legacy environmental problems. 
 
Does the Motion have state-wide Sector Significance?  
Yes  
 
Is the Motion relevant to MAV Draft Strategic Plan 2019/21? 
Yes 
Waste & resource recovery  
 
Is the Motion identical or substantially similar to a motion submitted to State council in May 
2018, October 2018 or May 2019?  
No  
 
Submitting Council Rationale:  
Environmental Equity refers to the myriad of environmental issues currently being 
experienced by local communities across Victoria. It covers the recycling industry, waste 
storage, legacy landfill, legacy contamination, climate change and threats to open space and 
the protection of biodiversity.     
 
The increasing proliferation of these environmental issues impacting on LGAs, provides the 
opportunity for Councils to begin working together with Federal and State Governments to 
address them in a collaborative and strategic manner.     
 
The Federal Government has for the first time appointed a new Minister for Waste Reduction 
and Environmental Management, and through COAG recently agreed in principle with State 
and Territory Ministers to work towards the cessation of Australian waste exports.     
 
The Victorian Government is in the process of developing a Waste Strategy, Circular 
Economy Strategy, and Recycling Strategy; while hundreds of millions sit in the 
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Sustainability Fund. The Victorian Parliament is currently undertaking a Parliamentary 
Inquiry into Waste Issues.    
 
 In the interim many Victorian LGAs continue to absorb the unfair responsibility of protecting 
their communities on environmental equity issues. Many LGAs, including Brimbank, have 
recently moved to support the Climate Emergency campaign.     
 
Many Councils continue to be forced to send recycling material to landfill, continue to be 
home to the legal and illegal storage and stockpiling of waste, and face increasing pressure 
to accommodate more landfill, especially across the north-west.     
 
Many councils in the north-west who are experiencing the pressure of accommodating 
population growth are increasingly finding that historic legal and illegal land contamination is 
constraining their ability to consider and facilitate the delivery of new and much needed 
projects.     
 
As Victoria’s population grows, more pressure is placed on our precious open space and 
biodiversity.     
 
Each of these issues have been traditionally been considered as separate.      
 
However it is now time to advocate for these issues to be brought under the one umbrella of 
Environmental Equity- which is about equally ensuring the Federal, State and Local 
Governments work together to ensure all environmental issues are treated and funded with 
the same respect they deserve.     
 
Environmental equity is about making all of our communities healthier, safer and more 
prosperous. 
 

7 [C2] Sustainability Fund Allocation 
 
Submitting Council: Kingston City Council 
 
Motion: 
That the MAV advocate to the State Government to allocate additional funding from the 
Sustainability Fund to compensate Local Governments for recycling services following the 
shutdown of a SKM Recycling. 
 
Does the Motion have state-wide Sector Significance?  
Yes  
 
Is the Motion relevant to MAV Draft Strategic Plan 2019/21? 
Yes 
Waste & resource recovery  
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Is the Motion identical or substantially similar to a motion submitted to State council in May 
2018, October 2018 or May 2019?  
No  
 
Submitting Council Rationale:  
The State Government does not have any short-term plan to deal with the current issues 
facing recycling and as a result Council’s and their communities are bearing the immediate 
financial burden following the closure of SKM Recycling.      
 
The financial implications related to recycling are multilayered and include direct cost 
implications for service provision and indirect costs associated with future environmental 
legacies and resource management.     
 
A total of 33 councils across the State have been affected by the recent shutdown of a SKM, 
Local Government Victoria has offered a $ 6.6 million relief fund to affected councils. It is 
anticipated based on volumes of recycling material that an individual Council will receive in 
order of $200,000, however most of the 33 Councils will have already paid additional costs 
well in excess of this amount as they have been forced to find an alternative supplier or to 
send recycling material to landfill (for which State Government continues to collect a levy) 
 

8 Recycling Facilities 
 
Submitting Council: Mildura Rural City 
 
Motion: 
That the Municipal Association of Victoria strongly advocate to the Victorian State 
Government on behalf of all members as a matter of urgency, that they in conjunction with 
private enterprise, initiate construction of a number of dedicated Recycling Facilities in 
regional areas, capable of recycling plastics, paper, steel and other materials, and that the 
costs be met utilising the waste levy funds the Government is currently holding. Further, it is 
suggested that each such facility could be dedicated to a separate waste category such as 
steel or plastic, should this approach be established as a cost saving opportunity. 
 
Does the Motion have state-wide Sector Significance?  
Yes  
 
Is the Motion relevant to MAV Draft Strategic Plan 2019/21? 
Yes 
Waste & resource recovery  
 
Is the Motion identical or substantially similar to a motion submitted to State council in May 
2018, October 2018 or May 2019?  
No  
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Submitting Council Rationale:  
Mildura Rural City Council suggests that a vital part of any sustainable solution to the current 
recycling crisis is the establishment of designated recycling facilities.  Such recycling 
facilities should be established in regional areas  to address demand and stimulate regional 
economic activity through construction and ongoing management.  Mildura Rural City 
Council further suggests that as the current crisis is a state wide issue and a direct 
responsibility of state government, such constructions could be funded in part through waste 
levies collected and in conjunction with private enterprise. 
 

9 Waste Management in Victoria 
 
Submitting Council: Maroondah City Council 
 
Motion: 
That the Municipal Association of Victoria State Council calls upon the State Government to 
re-prioritise and re-focus what is critical in the Waste and Resource Recovery space, 
including:     
• Deeming waste and resource recovery as an essential service     
• Expanding legislative reform on plastic bags to include the phasing out of problematic 

single-use plastic products, including plastic wrappings on food at supermarkets      
• Establishing a container deposit scheme by legislation in line with other States and 

Territories     
• Advocating to the Federal Government for effective national product stewardship 

arrangements, including container deposit framework, to drive recycling of drink 
containers, textiles, polystyrene, paper, cupboard and all electronic goods    

• Giving special consideration for those Councils spending a premium to maintain 
recycling with current contractors, that they are also considered as part of any grant 
funding     

• Establishing consistent marketing tools and techniques that can be shared with the 
wider community by all Councils - to ensure recycling is not forgotten (other than just 
consistent bin colours)    

• Ensuring that the messaging regarding Food Organics in the Green Bin (FOGO) and 
Alternative Waste Solutions is clear and well understood - to ensure that these two 
methods of waste processing are not perceived to be in conflict with one-another 

 
Does the Motion have state-wide Sector Significance?  
Yes  
 
Is the Motion relevant to MAV Draft Strategic Plan 2019/21? 
Yes 
Waste & resource recovery  
 
Is the Motion identical or substantially similar to a motion submitted to State council in May 
2018, October 2018 or May 2019?  
No  
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Submitting Council Rationale:  
Rationale:    The time to work positively and look towards the opportunities that can be 
realised from this crisis is now. However, without prioritising the needs, there is a risk that 
the focus and energy does not deliver on required outcomes. 
 

10 [C2] Landfill Levy 
 
Submitting Council: Boroondara City Council 
 
Motion: 
The Municipal Association of Victoria advocate to the State Government to improve 
transparency regarding the spending and allocation of the landfill levy, and the State 
Government use funding from the landfill levy to assist councils to undertake waste reduction 
and programs and projects to improve recycling and waste management in Victoria. 
 
Does the Motion have state-wide Sector Significance?  
Yes  
 
Is the Motion relevant to MAV Draft Strategic Plan 2019/21? 
Yes 
Waste & resource recovery  
 
Is the Motion identical or substantially similar to a motion submitted to State council in May 
2018, October 2018 or May 2019?  
No  
 
Submitting Council Rationale:  
The State Government introduced the landfill levy in 1992/93.  There is significant unspent 
landfill levy funds held by State Government.      
 
The State Government should make more effective use of the funds in line with the 
objectives and accordingly provide a greater share of the levy funds for Councils to deliver 
local waste and climate change programs. 
 

11 [C2] Recycling Industry funding assistance 
 
Submitting Council: Maribyrnong City Council 
 
Motion: 
That the Municipal Association of Victorian call on the Victorian Government to commit to the 
releasing of currently held surplus landfill levy funds (within the Sustainability Fund) towards 
statewide recycling initiatives and new technologies to address the current recycling crisis. 
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Does the Motion have state-wide Sector Significance?  
Yes  
 
Is the Motion relevant to MAV Draft Strategic Plan 2019/21? 
Yes 
Waste & resource recovery  
 
Is the Motion identical or substantially similar to a motion submitted to State council in May 
2018, October 2018 or May 2019?  
No  
 
Submitting Council Rationale:  
Under Section 70 of the Environment Protection Act 1970, the State Government impose a 
Municipal and Industrial Landfill Levy on each tonne of waste that is received at landfill.  This 
levy has been established to support all stakeholders to reduce waste and increase 
recycling. Over $200 million in landfill levies is collected by the State Government each year.  
Given the current recycling crisis facing Victoria, urgent intervention is needed by the State 
and the release of these levy monies held within the Sustainability Fund to provide relief and 
financial support to the recycling industry and local government is critically important to 
facilitating a solution. 
 

12 Recycling holding facilities 
 
Submitting Council: Maribyrnong City Council 
 
Motion: 
That the Municipal Association of Victorian call on the Victorian Government to take 
immediate steps to ensure that all necessary temporary storage facilities are identified and 
equipped to accept and store recyclable material to mitigate the risk of recyclables being 
deposited to landfill.   
 
This should include the immediate consultation with local government to identify priority 
areas and potential sites, and the allocation of suitable funding. 
 
Does the Motion have state-wide Sector Significance?  
Yes  
 
Is the Motion relevant to MAV Draft Strategic Plan 2019/21? 
Yes 
Waste & resource recovery  
 
Is the Motion identical or substantially similar to a motion submitted to State council in May 
2018, October 2018 or May 2019?  
No  
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Submitting Council Rationale:  
The current recycling crisis facing local government needs immediate intervention to avoid 
the unnecessary and avoidable depositing of recyclable material to landfill.  The identification 
of suitable temporary storage sites across Victoria is required for sufficient time until the 
recycling industry recovers and new recycling facilities or in-country sustainable options are 
identified. 
 

13 Recycling Crisis 
 
Submitting Council: Moyne Shire Council 
 
Motion: 
That the MAV advocate to the state government to take a leadership role in identifying and 
supporting sustainable solutions for the recycling crisis in Victoria 
 
Does the Motion have state-wide Sector Significance?  
Yes  
 
Is the Motion relevant to MAV Draft Strategic Plan 2019/21? 
Yes 
Waste & resource recovery  
 
Is the Motion identical or substantially similar to a motion submitted to State council in May 
2018, October 2018 or May 2019?  
No  
 
Submitting Council Rationale:  
Whilst some individual councils are trialling solutions to the recycling crisis it is clear that a 
whole of state approach is required to address the situation, particularly in the wake of the 
SKM shutdown and the resultant increase of recycling being sent to landfill.  Trialling glass 
separation, additional bins and container deposit schemes are great ideas put forward from 
some councils, but much more can be achieved, with less confusion to the public, if whole of 
state solutions are rolled out.  Whilst funding for the cost impacts of the diverting waste to 
landfill is noted, financial assistance from state government for sustainable solutions is what 
is really required.  State and Local Government need to work together to develop end to end 
solutions for this crisis. 
 

14 [C2] State Government Landfill Levy 
 
Submitting Council: Latrobe City Council 
 
Motion: 
The Municipal Association of Victoria calls on the Premier of Victoria, the Honourable Daniel 
Andrews to:    
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• Return to all Councils the remaining funds in the ‘Victorian Government’s 
Sustainability Fund’ that were contributed from local governments under the ‘State 
Governments Landfill Levy’; or   

• Invest the entire amount into legitimate waste recycling programs, starting with fully 
funding Waste and Resource Recovery Groups across all local government areas in 
Victoria. 

 
Does the Motion have state-wide Sector Significance?  
Yes  
 
Is the Motion relevant to MAV Draft Strategic Plan 2019/21? 
Yes 
Waste & resource recovery  
 
Is the Motion identical or substantially similar to a motion submitted to State council in May 
2018, October 2018 or May 2019?  
No  
 
Submitting Council Rationale:  
The Environment Protection Act 1970 (the Act) requires a levy to be paid on each ton of 
municipal and industrial waste disposed to licensed landfills in Victoria.  In March 2010, the 
Victorian Government substantially increased the landfill levy on the basis that it would 
provide further incentives for Victorians to improve their resource recovery.    
 
It was stated at the time that the ‘new revenue will be provided back to councils to help them 
reduce their waste efforts. As such, councils are receiving a direct benefit from the new levy 
settings, and are not acting simply as collection agents’     
 
The 2016 Annual Report of the Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning  
indicates that in 2015-16 a total of $150.93 million was paid into the Municipal and Industrial 
Landfill Levy Trust Account, with $56.31 million in payments made to the EPA, Sustainability 
Victoria and waste and resource recovery groups around the state.     
 
The balance of $94.62 million transferred into the Sustainability Fund.      
 
The balance of the Sustainability Fund at 30 June 2016 was $466,252,000.     
 
According to State Government budget papers, a total of $540 million has been committed to 
be spent from that fund over the four years 2017 – 2021.     
 
 A very small proportion of that funding appears to be directed towards the diversion of 
waste from landfill or best practice resource recovery. 
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Strategic Priority Area: Government relations  

15 Improved State Government consultation model 
 
Submitting Council: East Gippsland Shire Council 
 
Motion: 
That MAV advocates for an improved consultation model being currently pursued by the 
State Government, that local government be seen as an important partner that will be able to 
provide worthwhile feedback and that the consultation model by State Government should 
include active involvement and collaboration with local government and provide sufficient 
timelines that accommodate this model. 
 
Does the Motion have state-wide Sector Significance?  
Yes  
 
Is the Motion relevant to MAV Draft Strategic Plan 2019/21? 
Yes 
Government relations  
 
Is the Motion identical or substantially similar to a motion submitted to State council in May 
2018, October 2018 or May 2019?  
No  
 
Submitting Council Rationale:  
East Gippsland Shire Council has become increasingly concerned with the timeframes, style 
and form by which the State Government are consulting with the community, business sector 
and local government. Recent consultation with respect to the Draft Marine and Coastal 
Policy consisted of a release of the draft then followed by a practitioner and two community 
meetings in East Gippsland. The form and style of the consultation particularly at the 
practitioner meeting was undertaken to inform of the policy rather than consult to seek 
involvement and collaboration to gain genuine feedback. This resulted in the need for East 
Gippsland Shire Council to lodge a submission which raises many concerns that could have 
been avoided. The Regional Tourism Review has been released with a stakeholder 
consultation meeting organised for the East Gippsland business and tourism industry on the 
day before submissions are due. Rural and regional communities are often disadvantaged 
with limited opportunities to attend information/consultation meetings. Often consultation is 
conducted from metropolitan Melbourne and this can diminish the “voice” of regional 
communities and fails to obtain a regional perspective. It is concerning that the State 
Government appears not to be recognising the important local role and implementation 
requirements and obligations that local government preform rather than recognising the local 
government sector as a valued partner. 
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16 Improve and Enhance Maternal and Child Health Child 
Development Information System (CDIS) 

 
Submitting Council: Boroondara City Council 
 
Motion: 
That the Municipal Association of Victoria negotiate additional funding from the Victorian 
Government to improve and enhance the Maternal and Child Health Child Development 
Information System (CDIS). 
 
Does the Motion have state-wide Sector Significance?  
Yes  
 
Is the Motion relevant to MAV Draft Strategic Plan 2019/21? 
Yes 
Government relations  
 
Is the Motion identical or substantially similar to a motion submitted to State council in May 
2018, October 2018 or May 2019?  
No  
 
Submitting Council Rationale:  
CDIS is an electronic, web-based client information system that was in existence for use by 
other health services within Australia.  It was adapted by the company D.R.A. Computing, 
with State Government funding to suit the requirements of the Victorian Maternal and Child 
Health service.  D.R.A. Computing holds the current contract and has been responsible for 
the initial development and ongoing support, with all communications being via MAV.    
Whilst the introduction of CDIS within Victorian MCH service has been a positive change and 
has provided many advantages, including the ability to streamline and standardise 
documentation around the state and to allow better follow up of vulnerable clients, there are 
many enhancements that could further improve the system.     
 
There has been many enhancements suggested by MCH nurses and leaders around the 
state and this list sits with MAV.  The proposed enhancements have been discussed and 
prioritised within the CDIS Reference Group.  Currently there is no funding that has allowed 
the progression of these enhancement ideas to move into the costing and production stage.      
The proposed enhancements would dramatically improve usability, increase efficiency and 
allow documentation to be a less onerous task for MCH nurses within a client consultation.  
Presently there are numerous places to enter the same information within the Client Health 
Record and the system is not always intuitive, hence creating resource inefficiencies due to 
duplication of effort.     
 
Enhancements that provide improved streamlined documentation will provide accurate 
databases and have the flow on impact of improved data output for client management 
purposes within MCH service, more broadly within council, for DHHS and Victorian 
Government data requirements and for research reporting.  Enhancements to the CDIS will 
improve day to day useability and efficiency within the system, embracing current technology 
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advancements as well as meeting compliance requirements.  Other proposed 
enhancements, such as a permanent auto-save function, would decrease risk to council and 
improve alignment with the Health Records Act 2001.     
 
An improvement in the CDIS Short Message Service (SMS) functionality will improve 
participation rates.    Ultimately all enhancements will increase the ability of the Victorian 
MCH service to deliver appropriate client care and therefore have a positive impact on 
Victorian child health outcomes. 
 
 

Strategic Priority Area: Transport & infrastructure  

17 [C4] Prioritise Transport in Emerging Communities 
 
Submitting Council: Mitchell Shire Council 
 
Motion: 
That the Municipal Association of Victoria advocate to the Victorian Government to prioritise 
the early delivery of transport infrastructure within Growth Areas with the aim of increasing 
efficient, affordable and accessible mobility through and between communities, including and 
supporting interconnectivity between roads, public transport and active transport. 
 
Does the Motion have state-wide Sector Significance?  
Yes  
 
Is the Motion relevant to MAV Draft Strategic Plan 2019/21? 
Yes 
Transport & infrastructure  
 
Is the Motion identical or substantially similar to a motion submitted to State council in May 
2018, October 2018 or May 2019?  
No  
 
Submitting Council Rationale:  
The early provision of comprehensive, well planned transport infrastructure and services is 
vital to ensuring the long-term sustainability and liveability of communities within Melbourne’s 
Growth Areas. The government must be called upon to deliver integrated, well serviced 
transport options for emerging communities and communities which have experienced rapid 
growth over recent years yet remain under-serviced. This requires the provisioning of road, 
public transport and active transport infrastructure which supports efficient, affordable and 
accessible mobility through and between communities. This is not only important for 
economic productivity or general liveability, but it is also an important element of ensuring 
gender equity within emerging communities. Research has highlighted the existence and 
growing harm of the ‘spatial leash’ upon women in outer Melbourne. With growing reliance 
upon cars as the primary mode of transport and the persistent nature of gender normative 
roles, women bear the majority burden of an inability to move across our city. This is 
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disproportionately detrimental to the physical and mental health of women within growth 
areas. Providing accessible, affordable and appropriate public and active transport options 
can have far reaching positive impacts within emerging communities. The MAV should 
advocate to the Victorian government for the early delivery of transport infrastructure within 
Growth Areas with the aim of increasing efficient, affordable and accessible mobility through 
and between communities. 
 

18  [C4] Early Delivery of Community Services for Emerging 
Communities 

 
Submitting Council: Mitchell Shire Council 
 
Motion: 
That the Municipal Association of Victoria advocate to the Victorian Government to prioritise 
the early delivery of community services and infrastructure in order to avoid the costly, and 
often inadequate, retrofitting of emerging communities. 
 
Does the Motion have state-wide Sector Significance?  
Yes  
 
Is the Motion relevant to MAV Draft Strategic Plan 2019/21? 
Yes 
Transport & infrastructure  
 
Is the Motion identical or substantially similar to a motion submitted to State council in May 
2018, October 2018 or May 2019?  
No  
 
Submitting Council Rationale:  
Many emerging communities face substantial challenges related to place-making, 
community building and resilience. Often communities within growth areas are made of 
residents from an amazingly diverse range of backgrounds having moved from neighbouring 
areas, cross-city, inter-state or from overseas. As local councils we celebrate and embrace 
the exciting opportunities to grow and learn which are presented by our new residents. 
These communities, however, often suffer from a lack of extant infrastructure for many of 
their formative years. It is vital that social and community infrastructure, along with transport 
and other basic infrastructure, is provided early and comprehensively. The early delivery of 
infrastructure and services helps to nurture a community, improve their resilience, future 
proof their liveability and promote placemaking. The MAV should advocate to the Victorian 
Government for more support and guarantee to ensure the early delivery of community 
infrastructure and services in growth areas. 
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19 A Minimum Passing Distance (MPD) between Motor Vehicles 
& Bicycles 

 
Submitting Council: Banyule City Council 
 
Motion: 
That the MAV advocates to the State Government to adopt road rules requiring motor 
vehicles to leave a MPD of one metre in areas with speed limits 60km/h or less, and 1.5 
metres in areas with speed limits greater than 60km/h. 
 
Does the Motion have state-wide Sector Significance?  
Yes  
 
Is the Motion relevant to MAV Draft Strategic Plan 2019/21? 
Yes 
Transport & infrastructure  
 
Is the Motion identical or substantially similar to a motion submitted to State council in May 
2018, October 2018 or May 2019?  
No  
 
Submitting Council Rationale:  
The State of Victoria currently does not have a Minimum Passing Distance (MPD) between 
motor vehicles and bicycles. The existing road rule requires motor vehicles to leave a 
‘sufficient’ distance when passing or overtaking a bicycle.      
 
Victoria stands alone with neither a MPD nor a trial in place. New South Wales, Queensland, 
Tasmania and The Australian Capital Territory have all introduced laws to make a MPD 
compulsory which require a MPD of one metre when passing or overtaking a bicycle in areas 
with speed limits of 60km/h or less and 1.5 metres in areas with speed limits greater than 
60km/h. Western Australia and the Northern Territory are currently running trials with the 
same requirements.        
 
A MPD road rule helps to ensure that bicycle riders and motorists remain safe when sharing 
the roads. 
 

20 Increased Investment in Rail Freight Network 
 
Submitting Council: Moyne Shire 
 
Motion: 
That state and federal governments support the priorities of the Rail Freight Alliance Policy 
Statement and increase investment in the rail freight network. 
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Does the Motion have state-wide Sector Significance?  
Yes  
 
Is the Motion relevant to MAV Draft Strategic Plan 2019/21? 
Yes 
Transport & infrastructure  
 
Is the Motion identical or substantially similar to a motion submitted to State council in May 
2018, October 2018 or May 2019?  
No  
 
Submitting Council Rationale:  
The Rail Freight Alliance (RFA) is focused on increased rail mode share, providing improved 
rail connectivity within Victoria (and into neighbouring states) and working to ensure 
increased investment in Victoria’s rail freight system in the future to support the efficient 
movement of freight across Australia. The Rail Freight Alliance is made up of Victorian rural, 
and regional and metropolitan Local Government Councils.    
 
The Rail Freight Alliance represents the Local Government Sector in Victoria and adjoining 
States in freight logistics interests connecting Victoria nationally and internationally.     
 
The Alliance was first formed in 1997 due to growing frustration with the lack of rail  
connectivity both within Victoria and with the neighbouring States and the lack of  investment 
in Victoria’s antiquated 19th century rail freight system.    The Alliance’s mission is to 
advocate for :   
• Rail standardisation of all key rail lines in Victoria   
• Upgrading and connecting to a National Rail Freight Network   
• A competitive, independent and open access rail freight system   
• Seamless freight logistics that will facilitate efficient rail freight movement     
 
Providing an efficient rail freight network will assist in reducing the degradation of the road 
network and improve road safety by reducing the volume of heavy freight truck movements 
on our roads. 
 

21 Aerial Service Authority Cables 
 
Submitting Council: Banyule City Council 
 
Motion: 
That the Municipal Association of Victoria advocates the State Government to seek action to 
remove redundant aerial service authority cables in road reserves to improve visual amenity. 
 
Does the Motion have state-wide Sector Significance?  
Yes  
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Is the Motion relevant to MAV Draft Strategic Plan 2019/21? 
Yes 
Transport & infrastructure  
 
Is the Motion identical or substantially similar to a motion submitted to State council in May 
2018, October 2018 or May 2019?  
No  
 
Submitting Council Rationale:  
Aerial cables service houses and business with electricity, telephone and internet 
connections. These services are generally attached to the existing electricity pole network.    
When services are disconnected the cables are coiled up and left attached to poles by tape 
until some future time when the service may be required/connected again. There is a 
growing number of these disconnected cables which are  unsightly and add visual clutter in 
the streetscapes. At times the tape holding the cables to the poles gives way,  causing the 
cables to be left loose which causes further visual clutter and creates a potential hazard for 
the community.       
 
It is unnecessary to leave the cables in this way and a better solution would be for the 
relevant service authority to remove them rather than leave them attached loosely to poles 
creating visual clutter and a potential hazard in our streetscapes. 
 

22 [C1] Social and Public Housing 
 
Submitting Council: City of Darebin 
 
Motion: 
That the MAV acknowledges the need for 3,000 new social and public housing units to be 
built every year for ten years in Victoria as identified by the Victorian Homelessness Council 
and commits as a sector to:   
• Lobby the state government to invest in these number of units   
• Commits to working as a sector to identify suitable sites on public land to assist in 

reaching this goal. 
 
Does the Motion have state-wide Sector Significance?  
Yes  
 
Is the Motion relevant to MAV Draft Strategic Plan 2019/21? 
Yes 
Transport & infrastructure  
 
Is the Motion identical or substantially similar to a motion submitted to State council in May 
2018, October 2018 or May 2019?  
Yes  
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Submitting Council Rationale:  
Victoria has the lowest proportion of social housing stock in all of Australia, at 3.5 per cent. 
There are more than 80,000 people on the waiting list for this kind of housing. In Darebin 
over 2011-2016, the amount of social housing decreased in both real numbers and as a 
proportion of housing stock. At the same time, there is a lack of government funding for the 
construction and operation of social housing, at both a State and Federal level. A recent 
report by the Council to Homeless Persons identified that 3000 social housing units are 
needed, per year, to meet this demand. Council is calling on MAV to acknowledge this need 
and commit to lobbying the State Government to invest in the construction of these units. 
Council also calls on the MAV commit to working as a sector to identify suitable sites on 
public land to assist in reaching this goal of 3000 dwellings per year.    
 
The adoption of this motion will enable a coordinated, sector-wide approach to addressing 
the housing crisis. The State Government needs to invest substantial, ongoing funding into 
the construction and operation of social housing; this amount of social housing cannot be 
delivered by any other sector in the absence of government support. The use of public land 
will reduce the costs of delivery of these units, and will make use of under-utilised land 
owned by all levels of government. 

23 Infrastructure Grants 
 
Submitting Council: Nillumbik Shire Council 
 
Motion: 
That the MAV advocate to VicRoads to provide clarity and purpose on the value provided to 
local government agencies as a result of deducting 10 percent administration fees (6 percent 
for SSRIP - Safe System Road Infrastructure Program - and 4 percent VicRoads Metro 
regional offices) from infrastructure grants allocated to councils. 
 
Does the Motion have state-wide Sector Significance?  
Yes  
 
Is the Motion relevant to MAV Draft Strategic Plan 2019/21? 
Yes 
Government relations  
 
Is the Motion identical or substantially similar to a motion submitted to State council in May 
2018, October 2018 or May 2019?  
No  
 
Submitting Council Rationale:  
The process for the allocation of funding through infrastructure grants needs to be reviewed 
to ensure there is a transparent and targeted return of funding to the  communities. Council 
recently received $4M grant from VicRoads for construction of Diamond Creek Trail, with 10 
percent withheld by VicRoads for administrative fees.     
 
This creates the expectation in the community that we have the full amount to contribute. 
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Strategic Priority Area: Societal & social policy change  

24 [C1] Increased homeless support 
 
Submitting Council: City of Stonnington 
 
Motion: 
That the Victorian and Australian Governments:   

1. prioritise increased funding for urgently needed dedicated crisis housing stock 
and intensive support services for rough sleepers, including outreach (on street) 
clinical psychiatric assessments and mental health services; and   

2. provide significant, consistent and ongoing funding for social and affordable 
housing, which includes targeted support to address the needs of our vulnerable 
community members at risk of homelessness. 

 
Does the Motion have state-wide Sector Significance?  
Yes  
 
Is the Motion relevant to MAV Draft Strategic Plan 2019/21? 
Yes 
Societal & social policy change  
 
Is the Motion identical or substantially similar to a motion submitted to State council in May 
2018, October 2018 or May 2019?  
No  
 
Submitting Council Rationale:  
Homelessness is one of the most potent examples of disadvantage in the community, and 
one of the most important markers of social exclusion (Department of Human Services, 
2002). Over 24,000 Victorians and 116,000 Australians are homeless on any given night 
(ABS, 2018). However, an insufficient supply of safe and affordable housing is at the root of 
homelessness. Locally, additional pressure has been placed on housing availability with the 
closure of large rooming houses including Fawkner Mansions in Prahran and the Gatwick 
and Redan in St Kilda and the relocation of residents from the Bangs Street public housing 
estate in preparation for renewal. At the root of homelessness is the chronic shortage of 
public and social housing and limited crisis and transitional housing. The housing shortage 
paired with a limited Newstart income, a history of trauma, mental illness, substance abuse 
and/or negative experiences in low cost housing have resulted in some individuals choosing 
to sleep rough rather than live in sub-standard and/or unsafe accommodation.    
 
Changes in service delivery models have resulted in the closure of drop-in centres resulting 
in a more visible presence of street congregation during the day which is often associated 
with, but not necessarily related to, homelessness. The ‘service system’, such as acute care, 
clinical mental health, primary and community health, disability, family violence, employment 
services and income support, all play a role in supporting individual recovery. 
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25 Early Childhood Education Funding 
 
Submitting Council: Brimbank City Council 
 
Motion: 
That MAV write to the Prime Minister expressing concern at the intention to cease funding 
15 hours of kindergarten and early childhood programs in 2020 and call on the Federal and 
Victorian Governments to undertake a broader whole of early childhood funding review, to 
help better align federal, state and local strategies, policies and investments for the whole 
early childhood sector. 
 
Does the Motion have state-wide Sector Significance?  
Yes  
 
Is the Motion relevant to MAV Draft Strategic Plan 2019/21? 
Yes 
Societal & social policy change  
 
Is the Motion identical or substantially similar to a motion submitted to State council in May 
2018, October 2018 or May 2019?  
No  
 
Submitting Council Rationale:  
There is extensive and consistent evidence on the benefits of Government investment in 
early childhood education and the long-term returns of this investment on educational, 
economic and social outcomes. Recent research funding’s conducted on behalf of the State 
and Territory Governments – Lifting Our Game - confirms the benefits of early childhood 
education investment in the national context. Early childhood education is an investment and 
not a cost.     
 
Early childhood education funding is disjointed and inconsistent across the federal, state and 
local jurisdictions.  The Commonwealth Government has only provided funding certainty for 
four year old kindergarten until December 2020 under the National Partnership on Early 
Childhood Education, which commits the Commonwealth to fund 5 hours which represents 
its share of the 15 hours of kindergarten for four-year old children in the year prior to school.     
 
Local Councils play an important role in the delivery of kindergarten and early childhood 
education programs. Councils need to be funded and supported to ensure local 
infrastructure meets community needs and keeps up with demand. Providing support and 
opportunities for the early education workforce to grow is also critical.      
 
Councils also support a range of other early childhood and youth development areas, 
ranging from maternal health services, and other services that are important to the health 
and wellbeing of children and young people such as community programs, playgroups, 
sporting clubs and facilities, libraries, neighbourhood houses and even school safety 
crossing supervisors.     
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Councils support the COAG leader’s commitment to a proposed long-term plan for early 
childhood education in 2020, informed by findings from the review of the National 
Partnership on Universal Access to Early Childhood Education and the Early Learning 
Reform Principles. Whilst the Commonwealth and State Governments must urgently review 
and agree to a new long-term plan, they should work with councils to fully assess the level of 
investments and responsibilities across all three levels of government in relation to early 
childhood education and youth development.     
 
Developing an integrated and planned approach shared by all levels of government to fund 
and support our young people from birth, through kinder and onto higher education, is 
fundamental to securing our national economic and social success. 
 

26 Early Years Infrastructure – co-location on Government 
school sites 

 
Submitting Council: Campaspe Shire Council 
 
Motion: 
That MAV work with Department of Education and Training (DET) via the Early Years 
Compact to clarify DET’s position on and method for relocating early years facilities 
(specifically kindergartens) to existing Government school sites. Further, that Local 
Government’s role in the process is clarified (including co-contribution), where Local 
Government is asset owner of infrastructure to be relocated. 
 
Does the Motion have state-wide Sector Significance?  
Yes  
 
Is the Motion relevant to MAV Draft Strategic Plan 2019/21? 
Yes 
Societal & social policy change  
 
Is the Motion identical or substantially similar to a motion submitted to State council in May 
2018, October 2018 or May 2019?  
No  
 
Submitting Council Rationale:  
Campaspe Shire Council owns and maintains a significant portion of early years 
infrastructure and is asset owner of 11 buildings in which community based kindergarten 
programs are delivered. There are a number of issues associated with existing kindergarten 
infrastructure including; ageing facilities, ongoing costs to council (maintenance, insurance, 
depreciation), a shift in council’s role in the management and ownership of kindergartens in 
addition to constraints of sites.   In addition, infrastructure capacity issues exist with the 
confirmed roll out of funded three year old kindergarten in Campaspe commencing 2021, 
presenting an opportunity to consider collocation of kindergarten services on existing school 
sites that already have capacity or would require minimal capital improvement.      
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The Victorian School Building Authority – Children’s Facilities Capital program supports and 
invests in both new facilities and refurbishment and upgrades to existing. The grants support 
the Early Years Reform and aim to   

- Promote service integration so families have access to education and care, 
health and development and family services from the one location    

- Increase capacity for the sector to offer three and four year old kindergarten    
- Improve access to services for vulnerable and disadvantaged families    
- Establish early years infrastructure on or near school sites   

 
The Department of Education and Training has a policy position in favour of the collocation 
of kindergartens within new school builds. The parameters for collocation onto existing 
Government school sites is unclear.  Through the motion put forward, council is seeking to 
clarify DET’s position on collocation of kindergartens on school sites overall and to confirm 
the department's position on which entity holds responsibility for the funding and provision of 
early years education assets within local communities.  Further, Local Government’s role in 
collocating existing services is unclear, particularly in relation to co-contribution of funds.  A 
framework / position is sought to enable accurate and meaningful early years infrastructure 
and capital planning. There is potential to decommission existing council owned early years 
infrastructure and reinvest in collocation opportunities, however clarification is sought on the 
future management / ownership and sustainability where council is not asset owner or facility 
manager. 
 

27 Skilling Australians fund participation 
 
Submitting Council: Frankston City Council 
 
Motion: 

1. That the MAV advocates to the Victorian Government to sign on / join the Federal 
Government’s ‘Skilling Australians Fund’ which will enable Victoria to receive federal 
funding to increase the number of high priority pre-apprenticeships and 
apprenticeships throughout Victoria; and     

2. In the event, the Victorian Government again refuses to participate in the 
scheme/fund, the MAV is to approach the Federal Government about potentially 
bypassing the State Government and forming bilateral agreements with individual 
local governments which will enable their participation. 

 
Does the Motion have state-wide Sector Significance?  
Yes  
 
Is the Motion relevant to MAV Draft Strategic Plan 2019/21? 
Yes 
Societal & social policy change  
 
Is the Motion identical or substantially similar to a motion submitted to State council in May 
2018, October 2018 or May 2019?  
No  
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Submitting Council Rationale:  
The Skilling Australians Fund was established with the intention of the Federal Government 
for all States and Territories to access and participate in the fund on a dollar for dollar basis, 
this opportunity was taken up by all other states and territories except for Victoria.     
 
Since the commencement of the initiative in 2017/18 over $330 million has been provided to 
state and territory governments, supporting approximately 80,000 additional apprenticeship 
and traineeship opportunities.      
 
Funding provided to the states for 2018–19 SAF projects is as specified below:  
State     Funding provided ($ millions)    
New South Wales       93.8    
Western Australia       18.4    
South Australia       20.1    
Tasmania          5.5    
Australian Capital Territory        4.9    
Northern Territory         2.9    
Total       145.6      
 
The objectives of the Skilling Australians Program are the delivery of up to 300,000 
additional apprenticeships, traineeships, pre-apprenticeships, higher-apprenticeships, and 
other relevant employment related training, in the following agreed priorities:   

(a) occupations in demand;   
(b) occupations with a reliance on skilled migration pathways;   
(c) industries and sectors of future growth that include, but are not limited, to the 

following priorities:   
i. tourism;   
ii. hospitality;   
iii. health, ageing, and community and social services;   
iv. engineering;   
v. manufacturing;   
vi. building and construction;  agriculture; and   
vii. digital technologies;   

(d) trade apprenticeships;   
(e) rural, regional and remote areas;  
(f) targeted cohorts;   
(g) industries and communities experiencing structural adjustment;   
(h) other workforce priorities agreed on a bilateral basis, for example, to support 

implementation of the National Disability Insurance Scheme, Family Violence 
Reforms and other significant areas of workforce growth; and   

(i) other priorities, agreed on a bilateral basis, including industries and sectors for future 
growth.     

 
A number of these priority areas are relevant  to the municipality of Frankston City Council to 
address the unemployment issues that are prevalent.     
 
It would be reasonable as part of a job creation scheme to encourage the Victorian 
Government to participate in the Skilling Australians Scheme. 
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28 [C1] Affordable and social housing crisis in Victoria 
 
Submitting Council: City of Melbourne 
 
Motion: 
That the MAV:      
1. Notes the continued and worsening homelessness and housing crisis across Victoria 

and that social housing stock has fallen to lowest levels ever across Australia.   
2. Calls on all Victorian Local Governments to:   

2.1. evaluate and determine the social and affordable housing need across their 
municipality and advocate to the State Government for a consistent methodology for 
assessment   

2.2. develop a social and affordable housing policy, including social and affordable 
housing targets   

2.3. work collaboratively with State and Federal Government agencies to directly 
address local homelessness and housing issues. 

 
Does the Motion have state-wide Sector Significance?  
Yes  
 
Is the Motion relevant to MAV Draft Strategic Plan 2019/21? 
Yes 
Population change  
 
Is the Motion identical or substantially similar to a motion submitted to State council in May 
2018, October 2018 or May 2019?  
No  
 
Submitting Council Rationale:  
Victoria is experiencing a significant and increasing shortage in affordable housing. A 
growing population without additional affordable housing stock will worsen the shortfall and 
co-ordinated State-wide action is needed.        
 
In Victoria, analysis shows the following challenges:      
• 82,000 people are on the public housing waiting list including 25,000 children (Dr 

Judy Yates, 2017, Victoria’s Social Housing Supply Requirements to 2036).   
• Only 648 new social housing dwellings were built in Victoria in 2017-18 (Victorian 

Parliamentary Enquiry into the Public Housing Renewal Program, 2018).    
• At least 1700 new social housing dwellings are needed per year to maintain the 

existing share of 3.5 per cent of stock in Victoria (Dr Judy Yates, 2017, Victoria’s 
Social Housing Supply Requirements to 2036).   

• $83 per capita is spent on social housing in Victoria which is half the national 
average (Australian Productivity Commission, 2019, Report on Government 
Spending).     
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Preliminary analysis for Metropolitan Melbourne show:      
• 231,238 households are currently in need of affordable and social housing. There is 

a gap of 182,260 affordable and social homes in current supply. Thirteen per cent of 
all households are in need of affordable and social housing.    

• 20,429 people are experiencing homelessness.   
• By 2036, 338,040 households will be in need of affordable housing reflecting a 

shortfall in current supply of 289,062 dwellings. This is an increase in demand for 
social and affordable housing by 106,802 over the next 20 years.        

 
The City of Melbourne is committed to advancing work aimed at increasing housing stock by 
continuing engagement with State and Local Governments and other agencies on the 
following initiatives:   
• Inter-Council Affordable Housing Knowledge Sharing Forum (led by the City of 

Melbourne).   
• Inner Metro Partnership grant of $50,000 to investigate housing needs and planning 

mechanisms for the inner region.   
• Inner Melbourne Action Plan investigation of alternative housing models to increase 

uptake of voluntary affordable housing agreements.    
 
The need for urgent action was also raised with the Prime Minister following the May 2019 
meeting of the Council of Capital City Lord Mayors. 
 
 

Strategic Priority Area: Planning & building  

29 Review of Clause 52.22 of the Victorian Planning Scheme in 
relation to community care accommodation 

 
Submitting Council: City of Greater Geelong 
 
Motion: 
That the MAV write to the Minister for Planning:      

a) requesting a review of Clause 52.22 of Victorian Planning Schemes in relation to 
Community Care Accommodation to allow for a more transparent process by 
providing for community input into such development proposals; and     

b) highlighting that the current provisions fail to provide for community consultation in 
relation to issues around design, height, scale, bulk and neighbourhood character. 

 
Does the Motion have state-wide Sector Significance?  
Yes  
 
Is the Motion relevant to MAV Draft Strategic Plan 2019/21? 
Yes 
Planning & building  
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Is the Motion identical or substantially similar to a motion submitted to State council in May 
2018, October 2018 or May 2019?  
No  
 
Submitting Council Rationale:  
Under the Greater Geelong Planning Scheme “Community Care Accommodation” is defined 
as land used to provide accommodation and care services; it includes permanent, temporary 
and emergency accommodation. It may include supervisory staff and support services for 
residents and visitors. This land use and development does not require a planning approval 
from Council if the requirements of Clause 52.22 “Community Care Accommodation” of the 
Planning Scheme are met. The policy is a state-wide control introduced by the State 
Government under Amendment VC152 on 26/10/2018. Council has no power to change this 
State provision. The State exemption from the requirement to obtain a planning permit 
applies to the following zones:    
• Activity Centre Zone;    
• Capital City Zone;    
• Commercial 1 Zone;    
• General Residential Zone;    
• Low Density Residential Zone;    
• Mixed Use Zone;    
• Neighbourhood Residential Zone;    
• Residential Growth Zone;    
• Rural Living Zone; and    
• Township Zone.      
The exemption is subject to the following conditions being met:    
• The use is funded by, or conducted by or on behalf of, a government department or 

public authority, including a public authority established for a public purpose under a 
Commonwealth Act;    

• No more than 20 clients are accommodated. This does not include staff; and    
• No more than 5 persons at any one time who are not residents may access support 

services provided on the land.     
 
The concern from the community in relation to recent examples of community care 
accommodation development has been about the lack of transparency with the process. The 
community have been unable to view plans and have input into possible design issues 
around height, scale, bulk and neighbourhood character.     
 
It is considered important for the provisions of Clause 52.22 to be amended to provide for 
community consultation. 

30 Planning for Golf Course Redevelopments 
 
Submitting Council: Kingston City Council 
 
Motion: 
That the Municipal Association of Victoria request the Planning Minister ensure that the Golf 
Course Advisory Committee recognises the important recreational and environmental role of 
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Golf Course land and that these critical values are strongly established in future guidelines 
for Golf Course Redevelopments. 
 
Does the Motion have state-wide Sector Significance?  
Yes  
 
Is the Motion relevant to MAV Draft Strategic Plan 2019/21? 
Yes 
Planning & building  
 
Is the Motion identical or substantially similar to a motion submitted to State council in May 
2018, October 2018 or May 2019?  
No  
 
Submitting Council Rationale:  
The Victorian Government has recently appointed the Golf Course Redevelopment Advisory 
Committee to review and provide feedback to the Minister for Planning on draft Planning 
Guidelines for Golf Course Redevelopment. A two-stage process has been established with 
the first stage being the review of the Draft Planning Guidelines for Golf Course 
Redevelopment by the Advisory Committee and then the ability through a second stage for 
requests to rezone land to be considered by the Advisory Committee.      
 
Kingston City Council believes that with the rapid growth in population that Melbourne is 
experiencing, a critical aspect of successful strategic land use planning is to ensure that 
sufficient provision is made for recreation and public open space. The first stage of the 
process will establish a framework for considering Golf Course rezoning’s and it is critical 
that expectations for significant passive and active recreation provision is made to avoid 
inappropriate land speculation.      
 
The paper which has been released highlights a range of important considerations including 
a golf demand assessment, cultural heritage management plan, recreation and open space 
assessment and that proposals must achieve a high level of environmental sustainability. 
Kingston is keen to ensure that the Minister in establishing principles to guide future 
rezoning is explicit about how these recreational resources can make an ongoing 
contribution to enhancing the liveability of local areas. 

31 Building Defects and Regulation of Building Professionals 
 
Submitting Council: Kingston City Council 
 
Motion: 
That the Municipal Association of Victoria request the State Government to:    

1. Provide more resources to the Victorian Civil and Administrative Tribunal to allow 
it to create a ‘fast track’ process to administer the likely growing number of cases 
for compensation in relation to Domestic and Commercial building disputes.    

2. Provide the Victorian Building Authority with greater resources to investigate and 
where considered appropriate take required action to suspend or remove 
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registrations of professionals who have consistently acted against required 
legislation. 

 
Does the Motion have state-wide Sector Significance?  
Yes  
 
Is the Motion relevant to MAV Draft Strategic Plan 2019/21? 
Yes 
Planning & building  
 
Is the Motion identical or substantially similar to a motion submitted to State council in May 
2018, October 2018 or May 2019?  
No  
 
Submitting Council Rationale:  
Kingston City Council has taken a keen interest in the consumer protections available to 
parties who have purchased apartments that have been identified to be constructed from 
inferior and/or inappropriate products. Having investigated this issue Council believes that 
greater assistance is required to be provided to consumers both to facilitate required 
rectification works and to reduce the risk of sustained professional misconduct.      
 
The VCAT through its Building and Construction area consider cases relating to commercial 
and domestic building disputes. The disputes are likely to increase, and Council is 
concerned that the process for the consumer seeking to pursue a builder, building 
practitioner and or warranty insurer can be time consuming and lead to substantial out of 
pocket expenses. The Council believe that given the unprecedented level of non-compliance 
identified in the Building area greater resources are required for the VCAT to ensure that 
claims can promptly progress to hearing.       
 
The Victorian Building Authority administers the Building Practitioners Board which requires 
the registration of range of professionals associated with constructing and/or certifying the 
quality of workmanship (eg Builders / Building Surveyors). Recognising that in Victoria a 
significant number of quality professionals operate in the Building and Construction areas it 
is also clear that in some circumstances and/on multiple occasions some practitioners have 
not appropriately conducted themselves. The Victorian Building Authority is presently 
focusing on this issue but it is critical that sufficient resources are established for the 
regulator to be better positioned to respond more promptly to taking action against ‘rogue’ 
practitioners. 
 

32 Building Amendment (Swimming Pool and Spa) Regulations 
2019 

 
Submitting Council: Gannawarra Shire Council 
 
Motion: 
That the MAV call on the State Government to:   
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a) provide suitable funding to Local Government Authorities to develop the 
necessary systems, processes and resources to implement the Swimming Pool 
and Spa Safety Standards   

b) provide ongoing funding to resource the increase in statutory obligations imposed 
by the Swimming Pool and Spa Safety Standards. 

 
Does the Motion have state-wide Sector Significance?  
Yes  
 
Is the Motion relevant to MAV Draft Strategic Plan 2019/21? 
Yes 
Planning & building  
 
Is the Motion identical or substantially similar to a motion submitted to State council in May 
2018, October 2018 or May 2019?  
No  
 
Submitting Council Rationale:  
The Building Amendment (Swimming Pool and Spa) Regulations 2019 will commence on 1 
December, 2019. Councils will be responsible for maintaining a register of swimming pools 
and spas in their municipal area into the future, undertake annual inspections and it will be 
the responsibility of Council’s Municipal Building Surveyor to ensure matters regarding non-
compliance are addressed.     
 
This Building Amendment will have the following impact on LGA’s:   
• Additional resources will be required in an already resources constrained 

environment particularly with the impacts imposed by a rate capping environment.   
• Councils will be required to identify and visit properties to ascertain the sheer number 

of pools or spas which are deeper than 300mm and there for longer than 3 days.  
 
This process alone for a small rural council will be challenging enough with other competing 
demands. Existing Council resources will be unable to fulfil the expectations imposed by 
these regulations. 
 

33 Derelict Properties 
 
Submitting Council: Maroondah City Council 
 
Motion: 
That the Municipal Association of Victoria State Council calls upon the State Government to 
amend the existing building regulations to provide Councils the necessary power to require 
the rectification or ultimately demolition of properties that are in a significant state of neglect 
and dereliction. 
 
Does the Motion have state-wide Sector Significance?  
Yes  
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Is the Motion relevant to MAV Draft Strategic Plan 2019/21? 
Yes 
Planning & building  
 
Is the Motion identical or substantially similar to a motion submitted to State council in May 
2018, October 2018 or May 2019?  
No  
 
Submitting Council Rationale:  
Rationale:     Vacant dwellings are becoming more prevalent as developers and overseas 
investors buy properties for future development. The length of time properties remain vacant 
and unmaintained can be dependent on the current property market. Many vacant properties 
are being left to fall in to a state of neglect and dereliction. Vandalism, tagging, illegal 
dumping of rubbish, squatting and damage to nearby properties have been linked to many 
properties that are not properly fenced, secured or being upkept.      
 
Councils can deal with certain aspects of derelict properties under the Building Act 1993, 
Public Health and Wellbeing Act 2008 (PHW Act), and sometimes a Council Local Law. 
However, dealing with items in isolation often does not solve the overall safety and 
maintenance requirements and Councils do not have the necessary powers required to 
enforce a demolition permit.       
 
The Building Act could be amended to provide council with the option, via the Municipal 
Building Surveyor, to address vacant dwellings that, while structurally adequate, are in a 
state of neglect. The amendment could allow the Municipal Building Surveyor to form the 
opinion that a building is a derelict building and cause a building notice to be served on the 
owner of the property requiring them to  

(a) put the building or part of the building into a state of repair, or  
(b) to demolish the building where it cannot be repaired.  

 
The Planning and Environment Act 1987 requires a planning permit for demolition of 
properties affected by a Heritage Overlay and buildings covered by a Neighbourhood 
Character Overlay, and this must also be considered in any review where the property is 
also classified as derelict. 

34 Signage in Public Park and Recreation Zones 
 
Submitting Council: Moonee Valley City Council 
 
Motion: 
That the MAV advocates to the State Government, specifically the Minister for Local 
Government and the  Minister for Planning, to amend the Victoria Planning Provisions to 
apply a less restrictive signage  category to our Public Parks and Recreation Zone land to 
make such signs subject to a VicSmart approval  process. 
 
Does the Motion have state-wide Sector Significance?  
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Yes  
 
Is the Motion relevant to MAV Draft Strategic Plan 2019/21? 
Yes 
Planning & building  
 
Is the Motion identical or substantially similar to a motion submitted to State council in May 
2018, October 2018 or May 2019?  
No  
 
Submitting Council Rationale:  
Most local sports clubs across Victoria are located on land in Public Park and Recreation 
Zones (PPRZ).  These clubs use signs for two reasons: to encourage participation in their 
sport by promoting their identity in the local community and to derive some income from 
sponsorship from commercial businesses.   
 
Signs in the PPRZ fall under category 4 of the statewide Victoria Planning Provisions, the 
most restrictive category which prohibits promotional signs and restricts identification signs 
to three (3) square metres.  This motion seeks to change the category of signs in the PPRZ 
to a less restrictive category.  Even under a less restrictive category, most signs will require 
a planning permit which can be a frustrating process for sports clubs that rely largely on 
volunteers and operate with small budgets.  They are required to:   
• Apply for the permit  
• Pay the significant costs of the prescribed planning application fee   
• Give public notice under the Planning and Environment Act (if required by the 

responsible authority)   
• Respond to potential objections   
• Wait for the planning decision (which could be VCAT if an appeal is lodged)   
 
Using the VicSmart approval process would decrease the cost of an application fee and 
avoid third party notice and appeal  Another issue for clubs is the fact that their signs are 
seasonal ie: erected for the competition season and  removed at the end of the season. 
Signs are often only temporary if sporting reserves and their facilities are shared by more 
than one club. The VicSmart approval process would expedite the timeframe for decisions 
on planning applications from 60 days to 10 days.  This motion contends that a potential 
solution for issues facing sports clubs across Victoria is for the State Government to 
consider amending the signage provision of the PPRZ to be less restrictive and consider 
making applications for signs subject to the VicSmart process. 

35 Save Our Red Gums 
 
Submitting Council: Frankston City Council 
 
Motion: 
That MAV makes representation to the Premier, the Hon. Daniel Andrews MP, Minister for 
Energy, Environment & Climate Change, Minister for Planning, Minister for Aboriginal Affairs 
and all local members of Parliament requesting a special significant classification be placed 
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over the native Red Gum (Eucalyptus Camaldulensis) population in the State of Victoria. Of 
particular importance are the more mature trees ranging in age between 100 years and in 
excess of 500 years. 
 
Does the Motion have state-wide Sector Significance?  
Yes  
 
Is the Motion relevant to MAV Draft Strategic Plan 2019/21? 
Yes 
Planning & building  
 
Is the Motion identical or substantially similar to a motion submitted to State council in May 
2018, October 2018 or May 2019?  
No  
 
Submitting Council Rationale:  
The River Red Gum Eucalyptus camaldulensis is a signature tree in Victoria,  and the life 
span of this species is around 1000 years, subsequently the older trees occupy a highly 
significant place in both landscape and history, pre-dating European settlement.  Well 
established individual trees can be enormous and act as beacons in the landscape of this 
State.  However they are under threat right across their range.   
 
These significant trees are very vulnerable to changes in land zoning and land management 
practice.  Even where individual trees are protected by local regulations, the health of the 
tree is often compromised and the life of the tree prematurely shortened by inadequate 
maintenance measures.   
 
The River Red Gum Eucalyptus camaldulensis presents a very difficult conservation 
challenge than other globally significant trees such as  the Giant Sequoia in the US or 
indeed the Mountain Ash, as the Red Gum has the widest distribution of all eucalypts 
extending across Australia – with much of its population in private holdings  - therefore far 
more difficult to conserve within the public estate.  Both rural areas and urban regions such 
as Frankston are experiencing rapid loss of these once widespread great trees, and the 
effort to retain them in a sustainable manner is not working.   
 
Vast parts of the state are seeing their classic landscape values disappear.  Clearly these 
magnificent trees are not adequately protected by the existing regime of tree protection local 
laws and planning regulations.  An integrated state-wide strategy will be essential to ensure 
these great and distinctive trees are retained as an essential part of Victoria’s landscape for 
the next 1,000 years.  Urgent action is required to properly address this landmark natural 
environment protection challenge that is of enormous importance to the state of Victoria.   
 
Supporting information can be sought at https://www.nationaltrust.org.au/treeoftheyear/    
 
To support the basis of this Motion, other examples of strict legislation on the protection of 
native trees include:   
• Sequoiadendron Giganteum, United States   
• Quercus Robur, United Kingdom 

https://www.nationaltrust.org.au/treeoftheyear/
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36 Carbon monoxide detectors 
 
Submitting Council: Frankston City Council 
 
Motion: 
Due to the needless deaths and injuries suffered by victims of carbon monoxide poisoning 
the MAV is to advocate to both tiers of government to legislate the mandatory installation of 
carbon monoxide detectors.  As such, all homes built or resold are mandatorily required to 
have working carbon monoxide detectors operational near bedrooms in in all properties 
including rented properties such as private rentals, dorms, motels and rooming houses. 
 
Does the Motion have state-wide Sector Significance?  
Yes  
 
Is the Motion relevant to MAV Draft Strategic Plan 2019/21? 
Yes 
Planning & building  
 
Is the Motion identical or substantially similar to a motion submitted to State council in May 
2018, October 2018 or May 2019?  
No  
 
Submitting Council Rationale:  
• It is estimated that there are approximately 2 – 5 deaths attributed to carbon 

monoxide poisoning across Australia per annum    
• Currently an alarm can be purchased at an approximate cost of $50.  These are 

based on the smoke detectors that are put in houses but not hard-wired.  A hard-
wired system would cost in excess of $1,000.   

• The MAV and the Victorian Building Authority would need to consult with Councils 
and estimate the cost of implementation and how the enforcement of any subsequent 
law or legislation would be managed.   

• It is unclear how mandatory carbon monoxide detectors may impact building and 
rental costs. 

37 Building regulations for NDIS Special Disability 
Accommodation 

 
Submitting Council: City of Casey 
 
Motion: 
To seek support requesting the Minister for Planning to amend the MG 12 in regard to 
Regulation 89 of the Building Regulations 2018 to include consideration for an increase in 
front fence heights as being appropriate as a specific need for security and privacy as a 
critical element of successful operation of a supported residential service. 
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Does the Motion have state-wide Sector Significance?  
Yes  
 
Is the Motion relevant to MAV Draft Strategic Plan 2019/21? 
Yes 
Planning & building  
 
Is the Motion identical or substantially similar to a motion submitted to State council in May 
2018, October 2018 or May 2019?  
No  
 
Submitting Council Rationale:  
The rationale of the motion is to provide greater flexibility and discretion in the building 
controls especially with the introduction of the NDIS, facilitating more capacity to build 
homes for people with a disability for purpose built robust NDIS SDA supported residential 
shared group homes.  Robust housing is designed and built to meet the needs of residents 
with high physical and/or complex behaviour disabilities. It must be resilient and provide a 
high level of physical access provisions. This is achieved through different design elements 
including creating adequate space to safeguard and support the needs of residents with 
complex behaviours and provide areas of retreat for other residents and staff to avoid harm.    
All levels of government recognise the need and have policies that support the development 
of new universal housing forms to cater for community members with specific design and 
functional needs. The City of Casey supports this direction and its resolution seeks to ensure 
that the relevant building guidelines for decision making on these specific proposals give due 
consideration to the need for new housing forms.       
 
The specific context that has prompted this Council resolution was an application for the 
Report and Consent, for a front fence exceeding the maximum height within 3 metres of the 
front boundary. On assessment of the application and having regard to MG 12, it was 
determined by Councils Municipal Building Surveyor that the application did not meet the 
requirements and could not be supported. The application for a fence above the specified 
height was required as the proposed dwelling was for supported disability accommodation 
which required private and secure open space within the frontage for the amenity and safety 
of the residents. Whilst an alternate design was facilitated that enabled the proposal to 
proceed, the example has highlighted an opportunity to update the Ministerial guidelines.       
 
The demand for integrated, supported or independent assisted housing will increase in the 
future. Specific secure private open space can be a critical element of successful operation 
of Robust housing. 

38 Cladding and substandard building construction 
 
Submitting Council: Maribyrnong City Council 
 
Motion: 
That the Municipal Association of Victorian call on the Victorian Government to conduct a 
robust investigation into the VBA and its oversight of the Building industry and take 
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immediate steps guarantee that all necessary controls and supervision are in place to 
eradicate the use of illegal cladding and substandard building construction, future proofing 
the investment and livelihood of the community. 
 
Does the Motion have state-wide Sector Significance?  
Yes  
 
Is the Motion relevant to MAV Draft Strategic Plan 2019/21? 
Yes  
Planning & building  
 
Is the Motion identical or substantially similar to a motion submitted to State council in May 
2018, October 2018 or May 2019?  
No  
 
Submitting Council Rationale:  
The current environment with illegal cladding rectification is coming at a huge cost to the 
State Government and community along with substandard works being carried out resulting 
in displacement of occupants, substantial cost to individuals and loss of life savings to repair 
substandard and illegal works.    
 
Greater oversight and supervision of building works must be undertaken to enhance 
confidence in the building industry and eradicate risk to both financial and to life. 
 
 

Strategic Priority Area: Business & digital transformation  

39 Business and Digital Transformation support 
 
Submitting Council: Nillumbik Shire Council 
 
Motion: 
That the MAV:     

1. Take a leadership role in developing and supporting Councils in efficient and 
effective Local Government business and digital transformation.     

2. Advocate to State Government to provide financial support, in the form of grants, for 
councils embarking on business and digital transformation to enable it to better 
deliver on community expectations and enhance service delivery. 

 
Does the Motion have state-wide Sector Significance?  
Yes  
 
Is the Motion relevant to MAV Draft Strategic Plan 2019/21? 
Yes 
Business & digital transformation  
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Is the Motion identical or substantially similar to a motion submitted to State council in May 
2018, October 2018 or May 2019?  
No  
 
Submitting Council Rationale:  
The MAV Strategic Plan 2019-21 identifies business and digital transformation as a key 
priority for its members.     
 
Customer expectations regarding level of service and promptness of response are 
increasing. Local governments across the country are faced with the challenges of financial 
and economic pressures created by limited revenue growth, environmental load created by 
human activity, ageing infrastructure, and cost shifting.     
 
Embracing technology to improve systems, education and technological advancements will 
support more productive, accessible and sustainable Councils. While there are many 
Councils doing a range of work in this area there is a lack of structured coordination, 
information sharing and funding to ensure that local government information technology is 
strong, secure, affordable and resilient. 
 
 

Strategic Priority Area: Climate impacts & emergency management  

40 Murray Darling Sustainability of Water 
 
Submitting Council: Mildura Rural City 
 
Motion: 
That the Municipal Association of Victoria advocates for its Murray river based communities 
by calling on a Federal Royal Commission into the management and sustainability of water 
in the Murray Darling Basin with a full remit to conduct an independent audit on water-saving 
schemes, trading, ownership, extraction and allocation and with the power to subpoena 
representatives including politicians, government agencies and peak bodies. 
 
Does the Motion have state-wide Sector Significance?  
Yes  
 
Is the Motion relevant to MAV Draft Strategic Plan 2019/21? 
Yes 
Climate impacts & emergency management  
 
Is the Motion identical or substantially similar to a motion submitted to State council in May 
2018, October 2018 or May 2019?  
No  
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Submitting Council Rationale:  
Mildura Rural City Council is acutely aware that the future of all river based communities lies 
with water security and river health for human, economic, social and environmental 
wellbeing.  
 
In view of evident water management issues and being in the midst of the worst drought on 
record, Mildura Rural City Council is advocating for a Federal Royal Commission into the 
management and sustainability of water in the Murray Darling Basin.   
 
Mildura Rural City Council further contends that such a Royal Commission should be 
granted in full remit to conduct an independent audit on water saving schemes, trading, 
ownership, extraction and allocation and with the power to subpoena representatives 
including politicians, government agencies and peak bodies. 

41 [C3] Climate Emergency Funding 
 
Submitting Council: Maribyrnong City Council 
 
Motion: 
That the Municipal Association of Victorian call on the Victorian Government and Federal 
Government to acknowledge that we are in a state of climate emergency and commit to 
establishing a climate emergency taskforce to identify priority actions and budget 
commitments to address climate change. 
 
Does the Motion have state-wide Sector Significance?  
Yes  
 
Is the Motion relevant to MAV Draft Strategic Plan 2019/21? 
Yes 
Climate impacts & emergency management  
 
Is the Motion identical or substantially similar to a motion submitted to State council in May 
2018, October 2018 or May 2019?  
No  
 
Submitting Council Rationale:  
With the recognition of the climate emergency by over 41 local councils across Australia, 
and over 967 jurisdictions and 18 countries worldwide, the need for urgent action by all tiers 
of government and community is apparent.   
 
The recognition of the climate emergency by state and federal government will greatly assist 
and affirm the commitment by all tiers of government in addressing climate change and the 
climate emergency.   
 
To enable a targeted and whole-of-government approach to climate action, a taskforce 
needs to be established to identify and provide budget allocation recommendations to 
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government so there is a collective way forward and commitment to fund and act on the 
climate emergency. 

42 [C3] Climate Emergency 
 
Submitting Council: City of Darebin 
 
Motion: 
That the MAV calls on the Victorian Government to:   
• Declare a Climate Emergency    
• Establish a $1 billion fund for councils to build the resilience of climate change 

vulnerable communities.    
• Commit to providing maximum protection for all people, economies, species, 

ecosystems, and civilisations, and to fully restoring a safe climate    
• Mobilise the required resources and take effective action at the necessary scale and 

speed across Australia,   
• Transform the economy to zero emissions and make a fair contribution to drawing 

down the excess carbon dioxide in the air,    
• Encourage all other governments around the world to take these same actions.    
• Amend the Planning and Environment Act to take into account climate risk as a factor 

in planning schemes and planning decisions;   
• Introduce mandatory disclosure of energy performance for all buildings at sale or 

lease;    
• Mandate minimum energy efficiency performance standards for rental properties;    
• Provide incentives for low-income home owners to upgrade their homes;   
• Introduce obligations on energy companies to achieve annual energy efficiency 

reductions.    
• Introduce minimum energy performance standards to at least a 7-star NATHERS 

equivalent and the introduction of an energy usage budget (whole-of-building) for 
new builds and major renovations of homes   

• Increase the resources that the Victorian Building Authority has to address non-
compliance; and    

• Provide additional funding to ensure all new social housing complies with minimum 
energy performance standards and that the energy efficiency existing social housing 
is improved. 

 
Does the Motion have state-wide Sector Significance?  
Yes  
 
Is the Motion relevant to MAV Draft Strategic Plan 2019/21? 
Yes 
Climate impacts & emergency management  
 
Is the Motion identical or substantially similar to a motion submitted to State council in May 
2018, October 2018 or May 2019?  
No  
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Submitting Council Rationale:  
Given that climate impacts are already causing serious loss of life and destroying vital 
ecosystems, and that global average temperature, atmospheric greenhouse gases, and 
ocean acidity are already at dangerous levels, action at the State level to support local 
government in its climate emergency response in needed.     
 
Only the state (and federal governments) can support the scale and speed of action that is 
required to transform legislation, markets and economies sit with these levels of 
governments.     
 
Energy is an essential service, and integral to creating wellbeing and positive health 
outcomes for people and communities. The poor energy performance of homes mean that 
many are now living in homes that are damp, too cold in winter and too hot in summer. 
Living in these homes, dealing with high electricity bills, and going without the energy, can 
lead to financial stress, poor health and make it harder to work, to get an education or to be 
a part of the community.     
 
People on low incomes and/or who rent, have little choice or control over the efficiency 
performance of their home and major energy-using fixed appliances. They face even greater 
risk of high energy bills or living without the energy they need. Improving the energy 
performance standard of our homes is an opportunity to benefit people and the community 
through:   
• Lower energy bills – improvements in energy efficiency building requirements could 

reduce average energy costs by up to $900 per household annually, according to a 
recent study by the Australian Built Environment Council (ASBEC) and Climateworks 
Australia;   

• Improved health and well-being – reduce social isolation, illness, stress and mortality 
rates, resulting in economic and social benefits including lower spending on health 
care and services. Respected medical journal The Lancet reported that each year 
more than 6% of deaths in Australia are due to the effects of cold living environments 
while a further 1% are heat related.   

• Reduced emissions – actions to reduce emissions from the building sector could 
deliver 28 per cent of Australia’s 2030 emissions reduction target, reducing the 
economic environmental and health risks of climate change people face. 

 
 

Strategic Priority Area: Population change  

43 Better Population Data 
 
Submitting Council: Swan Hill Rural City Council 
 
Motion: 
That the MAV advocate on behalf of all Victorian Councils to the Australian Bureau of 
Statistics for the development and implementation of a more robust and accurate Australian 
census methodology. 
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Does the Motion have state-wide Sector Significance?  
Yes  
 
Is the Motion relevant to MAV Draft Strategic Plan 2019/21? 
Yes 
Population change  
 
Is the Motion identical or substantially similar to a motion submitted to State council in May 
2018, October 2018 or May 2019?  
No  
 
Submitting Council Rationale:  
The Swan Hill Rural City Council has credible evidence that in some communities the 
Australian Bureau of Statistics census count is grossly inadequate and under counts true 
populations. Swan Hill Rural City Council recently commissioned a population study in the 
township of Robinvale which has a large semi-permanent overseas population who are 
primarily agricultural labourers and migrant workers.     
 
The 2016 Australian Bureau of Statistics population census counted 3359 people in 
Robinvale. However, work undertaken by Council and its consultant geographic estimate 
that the real population is between 7000 and 8800 people.     
 
The census methodologies fail to capture overseas workers and other permanent residents 
who have a deep-seated suspicion of authority and administration. This problem is not 
unique to Robinvale and Council believes that the ABS census under counts the true 
population in many towns throughout Victoria and Australia, particularly where there are 
large numbers of semipermanent and permanent overseas workers which are predominantly 
in agricultural communities supplying manual labour to the agricultural sector. Council 
believes that the ABS methodology is inherently flawed and makes no attempt to capture the 
real population of such communities. The recent move to a paper-based and online census 
system adds to the errors in the true population count in these communities. 

44 Waiving stamp duty for first home buyers 
 
Submitting Council: Frankston City Council 
 
Motion: 
To support home ownership for first time home buyers, this MAV State Conference is to 
lobby the Victorian State Government to fully exempt first home buyers from paying stamp 
duty regardless of the location or the price of the property.      
 
This approach is consistent with other states and countries, such as the United Kingdom 
which offers this exemption to encourage greater  housing affordability for first-time home 
buyers. 
 
Does the Motion have state-wide Sector Significance?  
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Yes  
 
Is the Motion relevant to MAV Draft Strategic Plan 2019/21? 
Yes 
Population change  
 
Is the Motion identical or substantially similar to a motion submitted to State council in May 
2018, October 2018 or May 2019?  
No  
 
Submitting Council Rationale:  
Population increase combined with a lack of suitable new dwellings for families is likely to 
create strong long-term growth in house prices - raising fears this could spark an 
'unaffordability' crisis.    
 
Data from the Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) shows Melbourne is Australia's fastest 
growing capital city, recording its highest ever net annual population increase of 125,400 
with a very high growth rate of 2.7 per cent in the years 2016-17.    
 
Demographer, Bernard Salt, predicts that Melbourne's population will shoot past five million 
by 2021, and past eight million by 2050. Mr Salt also anticipates Melbourne could eclipse 
Sydney as the most populated capital of Australia by 2030.    
 
A report by the Victorian State Government, Plan Melbourne 2017-2050 forecasts the city 
will need 1.6 million new homes over the next 35 years to account for this. The report states 
"the issues that need to be addressed include housing affordability, the types of housing 
available to cater for different household needs and lifestyles, and the provision of medium- 
and higher-density housing close to jobs and services".   
 
The median price for houses in Melbourne is $836,800 and for units $554,571 - but the 
estimated price of a 105m² unit, a size suitable for most families, sits at around $613,593 - a 
price just out of reach for younger generations.  While the removal of stamp duty for first 
home buyers has been a boost to outer Melbourne, it presents a danger that it may lock first-
home buyers out of key locations, leaving them with little option other than to move further 
out. A new entrant to the property market buying a house at the regional median will pay no 
stamp duty, while a first home buyer of an apartment in Melbourne at the median price would 
pay stamp duty of nearly $25,000. 
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Motions of state-wide significance not related to the MAV 
Strategic Plan 2019/21  

45 Labour Hire Licensing In Victoria 
 
Submitting Council: Swan Hill Rural City Council 
 
Motion: 
That the MAV call upon the State Government to defer the implementation of the Victorian 
Labour Hire Licensing Scheme for 12 months and to actively support the labour hire 
contracting industry to work towards compliance with the legislation prior to its 
implementation. 
 
Does the Motion have state-wide Sector Significance?  
Yes  
 
Is the Motion relevant to MAV Draft Strategic Plan 2019/21? 
No 
 
Is the Motion identical or substantially similar to a motion submitted to State council in May 
2018, October 2018 or May 2019?  
No  
 
Submitting Council Rationale:  
The Victorian and the Australian Agricultural sector and in particular the horticultural sector 
have been constructed and flourished on the supply of labour from overseas markets.     
 
The horticultural sector, although increasingly mechanised still relies heavily on manual 
labour and semiskilled labour the manual labour component will continue for decades to 
come. As the only viable means of pruning, harvesting and other tasks which require manual 
labour.      
 
For many of the horticultural sectors large numbers of labourers are required for brief 
periods of time interspersed with large period of time where no labour is required. This is 
typical of harvest in the stone fruit industry where with the arrival of certain weather 
conditions is necessary to get a significant amount of crop harvested in the space of one or 
two days the labour hire contracting industry has been borne out of the need for a highly 
mobile and spasmodically employed labour market the Swan Hill Rural City Council is 
deeply concerned that a significant portion of the 2019/20 horticultural crop will not be able 
to be picked as it is expected that a significant number of labour hire contractors will simply 
disappear as they have not understood and adequately geared up for the new labour hire 
licensing arrangements that have been introduced in Victoria.     
 
Adding to these concerns is the fact that these licensing arrangements only exist in Victoria 
and Queensland, thus making border communities particularly vulnerable to the loss of 
labour it is expected that in border towns along the Murray and near South Australia that 



 
Motions – October 2019 State Council 

 
 

Page 53 of 63 
 

labour hire contractors will simply flee Victoria and move their operations to farms in New 
South Wales and South Australia, thus avoiding the regulation imposed by Victoria.     
 
The Swan Hill Rural City Council certainly supports the introduction of a labour hire licensing 
scheme. It is in fact well overdue and will address many of the unscrupulous practices 
occurring within labour hire industry. That said, Council is seeking a delay in the 
implementation of the scheme to allow the industry to gear up to comply with the increased 
regulation Council's concern is that the 2019/2020 harvest is in significant jeopardy and 
Council has formed this view through the approaches of numerous horticulturalists in this 
municipality. 

46 Supporting Young People 
 
Submitting Council: Maribyrnong City Council 
 
Motion: 
That the Municipal Association of Victoria calls on the Victorian Government to develop a 
collective regional strategy for optimal growth, diversification and desirable service mix within 
local government youth services responsive to emerging youth and family needs. 
 
Does the Motion have state-wide Sector Significance?  
Yes  
 
Is the Motion relevant to MAV Draft Strategic Plan 2019/21? 
No 
 
Is the Motion identical or substantially similar to a motion submitted to State council in May 
2018, October 2018 or May 2019?  
No  
 
Submitting Council Rationale:  
To create a connected and inclusive community for young people through evidence-based 
initiatives that strengthen youth voice and agency.       
 
The youth services sector and the Government  need to address and capitalise on the 
followings:  Broader systems reform: Harness collective expertise in partnership with other 
sectors to respond to current and emerging service needs and gaps.       
 
Access and equity: Strengthen the accessibility and cultural safety of programs and services, 
particularly for vulnerable young people and families.    
 
Shared service models: Explore shared service models across the region and the response 
continuum that are seamless, integrated and timely.  Cross-sectoral collaboration: 
Purposefully engage relevant partners and sectors to draw on individual and collective 
strengths, strengthen programmatic links and pathways, and minimise duplication by clearly 
articulating roles, responsibilities and accountabilities 
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47 Funding for VICSES (Victorian State Emergency Service) 
volunteer units 

 
Submitting Council: Maribyrnong City Council 
 
Motion: 
That the Municipal Association of Victorian call on the Victorian Government to assist in 
locating and funding suitable fit for purpose sites and facilities for VICSES Volunteer Units 
across the state. 
 
Does the Motion have state-wide Sector Significance?  
Yes  
 
Is the Motion relevant to MAV Draft Strategic Plan 2019/21? 
No 
 
Is the Motion identical or substantially similar to a motion submitted to State council in May 
2018, October 2018 or May 2019?  
No  
 
Submitting Council Rationale:  
VICSES is a volunteer based organisation, providing emergency assistance to the Victorian 
community.  VICSES currently operate units in many Victorian municipalities.  By 
convention, Municipal Councils provide VICSES Units with accommodation and varying 
degrees of operational support.      
 
Units often operate from Council sites which are no longer suitable for the storage and 
maintenance of equipment necessary to provide essential services.  Site specific locations 
for storage and maintenance of all equipment and vehicles including suitable office and 
training provisions is necessary to ensure the sustainability of these services in the provision 
of support to the large community base. 

48 Child Safe Standards and Councillors 
 
Submitting Council: Glen Eira City Council 
 
Motion: 
That the MAV:   

1. seek absolute clarity on the requirements for Councillors with respect to the Victorian 
Reportable Conduct Scheme;   

2. updates the model Councillor Code of Conduct to address child safety and wellbeing; 
and   

3. develop a model Councillor Child Safe Policy which addresses:   
a. Interactions with children and young people   
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b. Processes to be followed in the event a child abuse allegation is made against a 
Councillor and actions to be taken dependant on the outcome of any subsequent 
investigation   

c. Working with Children Check requirements for Councillors   
d. Child safety and wellbeing training requirements for Councillors. 

 
 
Does the Motion have state-wide Sector Significance?  
Yes  
 
Is the Motion relevant to MAV Draft Strategic Plan 2019/21? 
No 
 
Is the Motion identical or substantially similar to a motion submitted to State council in May 
2018, October 2018 or May 2019?  
No  
 
Submitting Council Rationale:  
The Victorian Child Safe Standards require Council to embed an organisational culture of 
child safety, including through effective leadership arrangements.  The Reportable Conduct 
Scheme seeks to improve organisations' responses to allegations of child abuse and neglect 
by workers and volunteers. The scheme is established by the Child Wellbeing and Safety 
Act 2005 and is overseen by the Victorian Commission for Children and Young People.  
Currently, there is limited guidance how the Councillor role falls within the Reportable 
Conduct Scheme and there is no standard approach across the local government sector in 
dealing with allegations of child abuse against a Councillor. 
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Motions not of state-wide significance 

49 [C1] Social Housing Development in the Western Region 
 
Submitting Council: Maribyrnong City Council 
 
Motion: 
That the Municipal Association of Victoria calls on the Victorian Government to increase  
social housing development across the western region of Melbourne. 
 
Does the Motion have state-wide Sector Significance?  
No  
 
Is the Motion relevant to MAV Draft Strategic Plan 2019/21? 
No 
 
Is the Motion identical or substantially similar to a motion submitted to State council in May 
2018, October 2018 or May 2019?  
No  
 
Submitting Council Rationale:  
Significant demand for social housing in western region of Melbourne is increasing the level 
of homelessness.      
 
There is significant demand for social housing in Western region of Melbourne and across 
Victoria. The Victorian Family Violence Housing Assistance Implementation Taskforce found 
that the supply of new social housing dwellings in Victoria would have to increase by 30,000 
by 2036 to meet demand. This equates to approximately 1,700 new social housing dwelling 
per year.      
 
Another key indicator of the level of demand for social housing is the Victorian Housing 
Register, which is the register of the number of people waiting for access to social housing in 
Victoria. As of March 2019, there were 41,677 people waiting for access to social housing in 
Victoria. This includes 4,324 people in inner west region.   Local homelessness services 
have also seen a significant increase in the number of people presenting as homeless or at 
risk of homelessness.      
 
Unison Housing in provides an Intake Assessment and Planning (IAP), which is funded by 
the Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS). The purpose of the IAP service is to 
provide support for people who are homeless or at risk of homelessness in the City of 
Maribyrnong, Moonee Valley, Hobsons Bay, and City of Melbourne excluding the CBD. 
Unison also run a service at Werribee that supports people in Wyndham City Council area.      
 
The Unison IAP Service has seen a 21 per cent increase in clients in last two years to 3,557 
in 2018-19. Family Violence is one of the biggest causes of people seeking assistance from 
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the service, with 1,267 clients in the last two years. This represents one in five IAP service 
clients. 

50 Powercor Infrastructure Maintenance 
 
Submitting Council: Moyne Shire Council 
 
Motion: 
That the MAV advocate to the state government to ensure that adequate inspection, 
maintenance and replacement regimes are put in place by Powercor to ensure that its 
infrastructure is adequately maintained to minimise the potential for fire events and power 
outages as a result of infrastructure failure. 
 
Does the Motion have state-wide Sector Significance?  
No 
 
Is the Motion relevant to MAV Draft Strategic Plan 2019/21? 
Yes 
Climate impacts & emergency management  
 
Is the Motion identical or substantially similar to a motion submitted to State council in May 
2018, October 2018 or May 2019?  
No  
 
Submitting Council Rationale:  
Residents in the South West of Victoria were severely impacted by the 2018 St Patricks Day 
fires.    
 
The following media report (Warrnambool Standard 14 June 2019) highlights the linkage of 
fires to Powercor infrastructure :     
 

“A spate of electricity infrastructure fires have again shone a spotlight on the safety 
of Powercor assets. Statistics provided by the Warrnambool Fire Brigade showed 
there have been six fires in Country Fire Authority region five caused by electrical 
infrastructure since the end of March.   
Region five covers all or part of the Warrnambool, Moyne, Corangamite and 
Southern Grampians council areas.   
The fires have been reported as Powercor comes under increasing pressure to 
update its infrastructure maintenance program.   
Powercor, which provides electricity to the western part of Victoria, has 550,000 
power poles and in 2017 replaced just over 1000.   
Most of the poles in the Powercor system are more than 50 years old and the pole 
supplier says the poles only last for 50 to 60 years.   
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Powercor has committed to replacing 2200 poles this year, although it is unclear if 
that figures includes double-staked poles which are no longer considered best 
practice.”     

Power outages from failing Powercor infrastructure are also a regular occurrence in South 
West Victoria and across the state and in addition to the inconvenience they result in 
considerable productivity losses to business. 

51 Advocate the state government to reduce the administrative 
and legislative compliance burden on small rural cemeteries. 

 
Submitting Council: Horsham Rural City Council 
 
Motion: 
That the MAV advocate to the state government seeking support for small rural cemeteries 
to eliminate the responsibilities and challenges with administrative and legislative 
compliance, in order to reduce the burden on communities in their management of small 
local cemeteries. 
 
Does the Motion have state-wide Sector Significance?  
No 
 
Is the Motion relevant to MAV Draft Strategic Plan 2019/21? 
Yes 
Societal & social policy change  
 
Is the Motion identical or substantially similar to a motion submitted to State council in May 
2018, October 2018 or May 2019?  
No  
 
Submitting Council Rationale:  
Horsham has 12 cemeteries across it’s municipality with 11 of these sitting in small to very 
small towns or communities. One of these has been managed by Council itself for a 
significant time with the remainder being individual cemetery trusts established under the 
Department of Health & Human Services. These trusts have found it challenging to recruit 
new trustees in communities where population is in decline and is also ageing considerably. 
Council is not resourced to manage more cemeteries.     
 
The current requirements to manage a small rural cemetery are excessive including the 
need to manage day to day expenditures, contract in grave diggers, setting of fees, 
increasing compliance requirements including the need to undergo training by DHHS and 
the proper management and storage of records in secure and fire compliant conditions.    
Currently there are only two classes of cemetery Class A&B. The introduction of a further 
Class C for small rural cemeteries with less onerous compliance requirements or 
administrative assistance from another tier of government may provide a solution.     
 



 
Motions – October 2019 State Council 

 
 

Page 59 of 63 
 

Local Communities still provide significant volunteer time in the maintenance and 
presentation of local cemeteries whilst managing fatigue ageing and reduction in volunteer 
numbers often managed by a very small number of dedicated community minded people.    
Local cemeteries have significant local history which is important on a much larger 
perspective often at state and national level. 

52 North-West City Deal for Melbourne 
 
Submitting Council: Brimbank City Council 
 
Motion: 
That MAV writes to the Prime Minister of Australia and Premier of Victoria to welcome the 
announcement of a new North-West Melbourne City Deal by the Federal Government and 
call on the Federal and Victorian Governments to engage with all Local Government Areas 
(LGAs) throughout the North-West as part of developing a fair deal, and considering new 
projects to invest in. 
 
Does the Motion have state-wide Sector Significance?  
No 
 
Is the Motion relevant to MAV Draft Strategic Plan 2019/21? 
Yes 
Transport & infrastructure  
 
Is the Motion identical or substantially similar to a motion submitted to State council in May 
2018, October 2018 or May 2019?  
No  
 
Submitting Council Rationale:  
The $10 billion committed by Federal and State governments toward the Melbourne Airport 
Rail Link (MARL) is one of the most transformational projects for any Local Government 
Areas (LGA) across Australia, outside of metropolitan CBD LGAs.     
 
The MARL, combined with the Western Rail Plan (WRP), and Suburban Rail Loop (SRL), 
will transform the economic and social opportunities for many LGAs across Victoria.  In order 
to leverage all of the opportunities for the entire region, it is vital the Australian and Victorian 
Government work together with all LGAs in the region, and beyond, in good faith through the 
new North-West City Deal.     
 
LGAs have a distinct knowledge of their local communities and local area’s integration, and 
can play a valuable role in identifying key projects that require investment, and in facilitating 
community engagement and support.  The new North-West Deal should also be more than a 
‘ribbon tying exercise’ for existing funded projects. Rather it should be an opportunity for 
LGAs to secure new funding for key note infrastructure projects that complement the MARL.     
 
The Victorian Government’s key note investments across the region should also be 
leveraged accordingly to help secure new funding for key LGA priority projects.  Projects that 
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are funded should also seek to provide genuine social procurement and job opportunities to 
respective local regional businesses and the disadvantaged, both during and post 
construction phases.     
 
Rather than simply select regions such as Geelong and Melbourne’s North West for City 
Deals to be engaged in; the Federal and Victorian Government should take a more 
consistent approach across all regions.     
 
All LGAs across the state, should be closely monitoring how the Australian and Victorian 
Government engage with North-West Region LGAs as part of the new City Deal, in the 
context of advocating for a broader region by region approach to strategic investments. 
 

53 Improved Electrical Transmission in North West Victoria 
 
Submitting Council: Swan Hill Rural City Council 
 
Motion: 
That the MAV lobby the State Government to support investment in the upgrade of the 
electrical transmission lines in North West Victoria. 
 
Does the Motion have state-wide Sector Significance?  
No 
 
Is the Motion relevant to MAV Draft Strategic Plan 2019/21? 
Yes 
Transport & infrastructure  
 
Is the Motion identical or substantially similar to a motion submitted to State council in May 
2018, October 2018 or May 2019?  
No  
 
Submitting Council Rationale:  
The Murray Valley should be known as the clean energy Valley. Northern Victoria is blessed 
with an enormous solar resource and in recent times the renewable energy sector has taken 
advantage of this resource. Northern Victoria has seen the establishment of a significant 
amount of solar electricity generation and with the power plans already constructed and 
those that have received planning approval, Northern Victoria expects to see in excess of $4 
billion of investment in the coming couple of years.     
 
There are significant constraints in the electrical transmission system in North West Victoria 
and this has been identified by the Australian Energy Market operator who is responsible for 
network planning in Victoria AEMO have recently completed a RIT-T review into 
transmission in North West Victoria and have identified a significant number of projects that 
can be undertaken to improve the capacity of Northern Victoria to play its part in Victoria's 
clean energy future.     
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The Victorian State Government has announced its objective of reducing Victoria's 
dependence on coal-fired electricity and by providing 50% of Victoria's electrical needs 
through the generation of renewable energies by 2030.     
 
The Murray Valley with its enormous solar resource is well-placed to assist the State to 
achieve this objective, but this cannot be done unless there is significant investment in the 
electrical transmission network to transmit the power generated along the Murray Valley 
back to the load centres that lie to the south of this region.     
 
Supporting this motion, if implemented by the State will have significant environmental 
benefits for all of Victoria. 

54 Public transport in regional areas 
 
Submitting Council: Surf Coast Shire Council 
 
Motion: 
That the MAV advocates to the state government to improve public transport in Victoria by:  
• increasing the frequency of train and bus services to regional areas   
• providing better connectivity, with greater connections in regional areas and;    
• improving public transport security, parking and facilities. 
 
Does the Motion have state-wide Sector Significance?  
No 
 
Is the Motion relevant to MAV Draft Strategic Plan 2019/21? 
Yes 
Transport & infrastructure  
 
Is the Motion identical or substantially similar to a motion submitted to State council in May 
2018, October 2018 or May 2019?  
No 
 
Submitting Council Rationale:  
The rationale for this motion relates to the need for more to be done to ensure communities 
in regional areas have access to timely and efficient public transport options.   As population 
growth in regional areas continues to rise, it is essential that suitable public transport options 
are made available to accommodate the growth. The flow on benefits would ensure 
potentially isolated and ageing communities remain connected to others, and necessary 
services. 
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55 Access to Arts and Culture Facilities 
 
Submitting Council: Maribyrnong City Council 
 
Motion: 
That the Municipal Association of Victoria calls on Creative Victoria to develop a plan to 
suitably fund an equitable provision of cultural infrastructure for the West of Melbourne. 
 
Does the Motion have state-wide Sector Significance?  
No  
 
Is the Motion relevant to MAV Draft Strategic Plan 2019/21? 
No 
 
Is the Motion identical or substantially similar to a motion submitted to State council in May 
2018, October 2018 or May 2019?  
No  
 
Submitting Council Rationale:  
The priority for the Government is to boost the creative economy in the West.     
 
The top creative postcodes for Melbourne are found in Melbourne’s West and the 
opportunity to boost the creative output of locally based visual artists and craftspeople, 
performers, musicians, and writers should be optimised.      
 
Whilst rich in diversity, Melbourne’s West is short of cultural infrastructure for local 
communities to enjoy the level of artistic, performance and learning opportunities taken for 
granted by many other Melbournians. The shortage of cultural infrastructure means fewer 
opportunities to develop new jobs, skills, training and learning for new and emerging talents.        
 
Across Melbourne there are more than 20 performance venues that can seat 500 people or 
more, but not one of these venues is located in Melbourne’s West. This severely effects the 
ability of the region to stage large community events and to attract or present larger-scale 
professional performances. The lack of a suitable venue excludes Melbourne’s West from a 
large part of the cultural economy. Major performance companies are reluctant to come to 
the West, excluding the community from enriching cultural experiences.  Similarly, our own 
nationally and internationally recognised artists and cultural organisations of the West are 
limited by the current available, flexible and affordable spaces 
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Late Motions  
 

L1 Late Motion: Advanced Waste Processing Solution 
 
Motion: 
That the MAV: 
Write to the State Government expressing disappointment with the State Government 
directive that the Metropolitan Waste & Resource Recovery Group (in conjunction with 16 
Councils) delay the release of an Expression of Interest (EOI) for an advanced waste 
processing solution and urging the Government to allow the EOI process to proceed. 
 
Submitting Council: Glen Eira City Council 
 
 
Does the Motion have state-wide Sector Significance?  
Yes 
 
Is the Motion relevant to MAV Draft Strategic Plan 2019/21? 
Yes, Waste & resource recovery  
 
Is this motion identical or substantially similar to a motion submitted to State Council in May 
2018, October 2018 or May 2019? 
No  
 
Submitting Council Rationale:  
A group of 16 councils from the south east of Melbourne have partnered with the 
Metropolitan Waste and Resource Recovery Group (MWRRG) to seek proposals from 
industry for an advanced waste processing solution for household rubbish. 
The project will deliver a vital alternative to landfill that will transform how household rubbish 
is managed by putting it to good use instead of burying it in the ground. 
 
MWRRG is leading the procurement process on behalf of the 16 councils to seek proposals 
from bidders to design, build and operate an advanced waste processing facility.  A Working 
Group from the Councils has been established and has been working on this project for over 
12 months.  As part of the procurement process, Expression of Interest (EOI) documents 
were ready to be released into the market in late September 2019.  This step has now been 
put on hold by the State Government pending the release of its Circular Economy Policy in 
November 2019.  
 
The delay in the release of the EOI will likely put the procurement process back by close to 6 
months.  The launch of the Government’s Circular Economy Policy does not need to 
precede the EOI to market.   
By delaying this process, the risk of not having a waste processing solution in place before 
landfills are at capacity increases significantly. 
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