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STATE COUNCIL

28 October 2011

RESOLUTIONS FROM MEMBERSHIP

School crossing supervisors program
Resolution

That the MAV advocates to the State Government to restore and maintain appropriate level of funding for School Crossing Supervisors Program.
Small Business Compliance costs and barriers to growth
Resolution

That,

· the State Government acknowledges the impact of compliance costs to small business and that future regulatory changes be undertaken cognisant of these costs and the implications they have on regional businesses; and

· that the following matters be recognised as priority issues for government to address and respond to :

1. Availability of infrastructure e.g. natural gas, electricity, telecommunication, water

2. Skilled labour

3. Appropriate local training models to address skills shortages

4. Reticence of lenders for commercial development in rural areas

5. Government red tape e.g. payroll tax, workcover premiums etc

6. Government support for business e.g. accessibility to government support programs

7. Cost and timelines of statutory planning processes

8. Availability of low cost housing in rural areas is prohibitive for business to take on apprentices and trainees

9. One model of government support does not apply to all rural areas

10. Streamlining of services and applications for government support
Fire Services Levy
Resolution
That MAV lobby on behalf of Councils in opposing the imposition on Local Government for levying and collecting the Fire Services Levy.
Fire Services Levy
Resolution

That MAV strongly advocate to the State Government that the State Revenue Office be the collection agency for the Fire Services Levy.
Skilled migration
Resolution

That the Municipal Association of Victoria,

· calls on the State Government to continue to fund the Regional Skilled Migration Program in regional and rural areas for a further three years from June 2012; and

· write to the Federal treasure Wayne Swan to fast trach the 16,000 skilled migration positions announced in the federal budget.

Multicultural policy
Resolution

That the Municipal Association of Victoria (MAV) advocate to the State Government for:

1. The expansion of funding to enable the MAV to broaden its capacity to develop policies and support Councils in the delivery of multicultural programs; and,

2. The development of a whole-of-government policy framework that includes a capital and recurrent funding component for program delivery.

School holiday programs
Resolution

That the MAV call on the Victorian State Government to provide increased and re-current funding for school holiday program places for children and teenagers with disability.
Rural kindergartens
Resolution

That the Municipal Association of Victoria advocate to the State and Federal Governments regarding the removal of barriers that inhibit improved working relationships and partnerships between kindergartens and primary schools in Victoria including matters such as record keeping, duty of care arrangements, risk management, provision of support staff and utilisation of teachers to teach or supervise across the early years.

COAG Universal Access
Resolution

That the MAV actively campaigns for full Federal operational funding for the gap between the current funded kindergarten hours and the proposed 15 hours “universal access to early childhood education”, as well as full funding to meet the required infrastructure costs for 15 hours.  The campaign should include direct MAV advocacy with the Federal and State Government as well as a letter to Victorian Minister for Children and Early Childhood Development, the Hon Wendy Lovell, seeking confirmation of the funding arrangements which is requested to be provided to all councils.
State funding for public libraries
Resolution

That the MAV calls for a commitment from the State Government to the following:

a) An increase to at least $11.40 per capita of the total quantum of recurrent funding provided annually to Victorian local governments for the operation of public libraries

b) Annual indexation of this amount to ensure that it increases with population and the wage cost index

c) A four year funding agreement with guaranteed funding identified for each year.

Take a Break Occasional Child Care
Resolution

That the MAV write to the Commonwealth Minister for Employment Participation and Child Care, the Hon Kate Ellis MP seeking the reinstatement of the ‘Take a Break’ funding as a matter of urgency. Further that a copy of the letter be sent to the State Minister for Children and Early Childhood Development, the Hon Wendy Lovell MLC and includes a call on the State Government to urgently reinstate the full funding which expires on December 31, 2011 to provide certainty and continuity for those families who use this service.
Attracting GP’s to rural areas
Resolution

That the MAV conduct a round table discussion with the peak body representing Divisions of General Practice, Victorian Metropolitan Alliance (VMA) GP Training, Australian General Practice Training (AGPT)  and the Rural Workforce Agency Victoria (RWAV)  to devise strategies to attract and retain more GPs to rural Victoria.
Hoarding
Resolution

That the MAV ask the State Government to investigate the extent and impact of hoarding across Victorian Local Governments with a view to developing a collaborative framework to address this burgeoning issue.
National health reform agreement
Resolution

That the Municipal Association of Victoria continue its strong role of advocacy to the Commonwealth and State Governments in the rollout of National Health Reform Agreement to ensure the sustainable financial viability of basic community care services provided by local government in Victoria.
Life4Life youth mental health initiatives 
Resolution

That the Municipal Association of Victoria work with the Victorian Government to introduce evidence-based mental health promotion programs, such as the Live4Life program  in secondary schools in all Victorian  municipalities.
Youth early intervention strategies
Resolution

That Victorian Local Government, through the MAV, work with the State Government  to provide leadership within their communities to enhance schools and community’s ability to support early intervention strategies to reduce the risk factors contributing to young people ending up in the Juvenile Justice system.
Private open space
Resolution

That the MAV advocate to the Minister for Planning seeking the current structure and operation of ResCode in all Victorian Planning Schemes to be reviewed to allow for greater flexibility in seeking variations to the private open space standards and to allow for different standards to be applied to different areas within a Residential Zone.
Metropolitan planning strategy
Resolution

That the Planning Minister be urged to work with the MAV and the Local Government sector to develop the engagement strategy and associated timelines for the development of the Metropolitan Planning Strategy.
Review of Section 225 of the Local Government Act 1989
Resolution

That costs able to be recovered under Section 225 of the Local Government Act 1989 (to maintain a dilapidated building or to address the unsightliness of land) be placed against the property, and not as currently exists against the person who failed to do the work.

Transport and infrastructure investment
Resolution

That this MAV State Council, whilst acknowledging the Victorian Government has initiated major rail project studies for Doncaster, Rowville and airport rail, and has committed to significant investment in other rail infrastructure :

· Request the MAV to argue the case to the State Government for improved public transport to meet population growth and demand for public transport, and ensure that all transport projects (including road projects) are subject to proper cost benefit analysis, environmental impact statements and transparency for public accountability;

· Request the State Government to implement the many recommendations provided in the Bus Service reviews which were left on the shelf by its predecessor, extend key tram lines in line with member council representations, extend school bus services to other users, and ensure ‘accessibility for all’ to public transport services;
· Request the MAV to undertake its own body of research on public transport infrastructure gaps and needs in communities to better support representations to other tiers of government on investment shortfalls.
· Request that the MAV advocate to the State Government to provide its blueprint for public transport improvements and its timeline for implementation of these improvements within its current term.

Funding for bicycle infrastructure
Resolution

That, to enable more and safer routes for cyclists, and to fulfil State and Federal Transport Ministers’ commitment to doubling the number of people cycling within 5 years, the State and Federal Governments be urged to provide significant funding for bicycle infrastructure(ie at a minimum level proportional to the number of commuter trips).
Short trip tickets on public transport
Resolution

That this state council reject the proposal to abandon the availability of short trip tickets for use on public transport in Melbourne and urges the Minister for Transport to ensure their continued availability.
Increased V-Line passenger rail services
Resolution

That MAV continue to advocate to the State Government to increase passenger rail services from Melbourne beyond the four existing Regional Fast Rail terminals of Geelong, Ballarat, Bendigo and Traralgon.
Rural transport
Resolution

That the Municipal Association of Victoria (MAV) seek a commitment from the State government to the following:

1. For the Department of Transport and the Victorian Taxi Directorate to overcome the 10+ seat regulatory barrier to enable taxis to operate route services in rural and remote communities and in areas of low population density. 

2. For the Department of Transport to review barriers accessible taxis currently face when initiating fixed fare/fixed route services in a franchise area – in particular where a non accessible bus is operating the route.

3. Taxis to be recognised as forming part of and being included in an integrated rural public transport system.

Upgrade of bus stops to be fully accessible
Resolution

That the MAV advocate to State Government to provide a dedicated stream of funding for the upgrading of bus stops to be fully accessible, as a legitimate part of the public transport network.
Greyspot road safety program
Resolution

That the MAV advocate to the Victorian Government to reinstate the GreySpot Road Safety Program.
Infrastructure funding old growth area arterial roads
Resolution

That the MAV strongly advocate to the State Government Minister for Roads and Public Transport for the expansion of existing/and or the introduction of additional new funding programs to fund infrastructure improvements to old growth area arterial roads requiring upgrades to urban standards.

That infrastructure funding includes a specific focus on projects that encourage the uptake of sustainable modes of transport and address the backlog of poor quality urban arterial roads, which are currently not programmed for construction.
Funding of the arterial road upgrade backlog
Resolution

That the MAV request the State Government commit to reducing the arterial road backlog of required upgrades in outer metropolitan areas, in the interests of improved:

· Access to jobs, education, recreation, shopping and social needs;

· Community road safety;

· Service and travel time reliability for road based public transport; and -     Freight efficiency for businesses investing in these regions.

Peak oil
Resolution

That the MAV, in recognition of the International Energy Agency’s recent declaration that conventional oil peaked in 2006, seek assurance from the State Government that appropriate emergency measures are in place for sudden shortages of oil and that the long term issue of more expensive oil, food and other impacts is being addressed.
Assessing windfarm applications and enforcing planning permit conditions
Resolution

That, 
· the State MAV Council call on the State Government to expedite the local government assistance program for the assessment of application for Wind Energy Facilities which was identified as part of amendment VC78 to the Victoria Planning Provisions. Such program must include:

· Financial assistance to Councils for the purpose of hiring technical experts to assist with the assessment of planning applications for Wind Energy Facilities.

· The provision of a panel of technical experts who could be utilised by various Councils for the assessment of planning applications for Wind Energy Facilities.
· the State MAV Council call on the Minister of Planning to take responsibility for the enforcement of planning permit conditions which relate to the use and development of Wind Energy Facilities also giving Local Government the ability to raise the necessary funding to carry out enforcement of these facilities.

Timber Towns – TIRES funding
Resolution

That the MAV call on the State Government to reinstate and continue the funding of the Rural Local Timber Roads program.
Australia Post community update
Resolution 
That the MAV advocate to Australia Post for a more environmentally friendly packaging option – such as an environmentally friendly envelope instead of the current Biowrap – of its Local Councils Community Update Product.
Energy efficient street lighting
Resolution

That the MAV advocate to the State and Federal Governments to partner with local government regarding the facilitation and implementation of a bulk changeover to energy efficient street and public lighting along with energy efficient management systems.
Plastic bag levy
Resolution

That,

a) the MAV advocate to the State government to consider running a plastic bag levy trial in selected areas of the State similar to the 2008 model.

b) the MAV advocate to the relevant State government agencies to conduct research on existing ‘plastic bag free’ centres to gain key learnings regarding customer behaviours.
Landfill levy reinvestment
Resolution

That the MAV make representation to the Minister for Environment and Climate Change for the preparation and release of a complete reconciliation (on an annual basis) of landfill levy revenues collected together with where these revenues are spent commencing with the 2010/2011 financial year.
State Emergency Services
Resolution

That the MAV:

1. Acknowledge the outstanding contribution of local SES units and members in the service of their community, in particular noting their efforts during the January 2011 floods.

2. Advocate to the State Government for adequate resourcing, infrastructure and arrangements for the SES to ensure they have the ability to successfully act in their lead role within an emergency and to provide necessary community education programs.

3. Should not support the re-establishment of the former agreement with the State Government for Local Government to jointly fund SES units.
Funding for enforcement of domestic animal legislation
Resolution

That the MAV call on the State Government to provide additional funding and resources to Local Government to enable them to effectively enforce the provisions of new Domestic Animal Legislation.
Puppy farms
Resolution

That the MAV reviews the Domestic Animal Amendment (Puppy Farm Enforcement and Other Matters) Bill 2011 and provides feedback to the State Government regarding the outcome of that review.
Human rights
Resolution

That the MAV acknowledges the release of the Final Report of the Review of the Victorian Charter of Human Rights and Responsibilities Act 2006 and calls on the State Government to support the objectives of the Charter by retaining and strengthening the Victorian Charter of Human Rights and Responsibilities.
Soil Treatment Facilities
Resolution

That the Municipal Association of Victoria calls on the State Government  for a statewide review of the siting and operation of permanent and semi-permanent soil treatment facilities with a view to establishing a policy that identifies appropriate sites and environmental performance for these facilities, and processes to ensure ongoing independent audits and reporting mechanisms to the regulators and the community.
Ministerial – Mayor’s Advisory Panel
Resolution

That the MAV make representations to The Minister for Local Government to review the structure and operational mode of the Local Government Ministerial Mayors’ Advisory Panel (the Panel), with a view to:

(a)
using the Municipal Association of Victoria (MAV) being the democratically elected peak body representing local government, as the principal point of contact  to improve the efficiency and effectiveness of the relationship between state and local governments in Victoria; and

(b)
developing with the MAV:

(i)
guidelines for the selection and appointment of a panel of Councillors in order that the Panel membership is both democratically elected and structured so as to be properly representative of the uniqueness of Local Councils across the State; and 

(ii)
a clear Terms of Reference in order to clarify the scope of the Panel’s role and the consultative processes to be used, 

in order to ensure that Panel Members are properly representative of all Councils whom they speak for and effectively able to convey both issues of concern and strategic advice on the range of legislative, regulatory, strategic and policy decisions that impact on and require a partnership between the state and local government to The Minister.
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