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MCH COVID -19 Response 

14 editions – March 2020 – February 2021

PPE supply to community services limited until 
15 May 2020 
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MCH COVID -19 Response 
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MCH COVID -19 Response 

Infant admissions due to being underweight 
compared to same period in 2019

Families referred for increased parenting and 
psychological support 
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Indirect Impact on children's health 
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Victoria’s mothers, babies and 
children 2019
Trends and recommendations

Children and adolescent mortality 

Maternal mortality and morbidity 

Perinatal mortality 
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Smoking and outcomes in 2019 
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The gap: Aboriginal and Non-Aboriginal women 
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Maternal mortality: 2017 to 2019
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Child and adolescent deaths in 2019 
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Infant and under 5 mortality
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Evaluate the effectiveness of current services in meeting the 
specific needs of women during pregnancy and in the year 
following birth. If gaps are identified, implement strategies to 
improve the health and wellbeing of women and families. The areas 
of mental health and family violence require specific focused 
attention

Recommendations

Reform of statewide services is needed to ensure there is a 
coordinated and timely system response that supports the health 
and wellbeing of Victorian children in vulnerable situations
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Develop and roll out an annual public health campaign on the 
importance of influenza vaccination for children using co-design 
principles with families and their communities

Recommendations

Ensure all children have easy access to free influenza 
vaccination annually
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Develop and implement a public information campaign regarding 
the dangers for children on farms, using co-design principles with 
families and their communities, in conjunction with organisations 
such as WorkSafe Victoria and the Victorian Farmers Federation

Recommendations
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Good practice points
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Strengthen your service’s relationships with maternal and child 
health nurse (MCHN) services - to ensure there is support for 
women that have complex psychosocial history and/or a 
history of catastrophic episodes

Ensure effective connection and handover to MCHNs

Good practice points
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Babies under 2.5kg at discharge should have a comprehensive 
action plan and follow-up

This plan needs to include a risk assessment of their discharge 
circumstances

Discharging babies under 2.5 kilograms 
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For more information

•
•
•
•
•

www.bettersafercare.vic.gov.au/publications/victorias-mothers-babies-and-children-2019

http://www.bettersafercare.vic.gov.au/publications/victorias-mothers-babies-and-children-2019
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