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Lesbian : A woman who is primarily attracted, emotionally and sexually, to 

women. Lesbians may also refer to themselves as gay women.

Gay: A man who is primarily attracted, emotionally and sexually, to men.

Bisexual: A person who is romantically and sexually attracted, to more than one 

gender.

Trans and Gender Diverse: used as an umbrella term for anyone whose gender 

identity/expression differs from society’s expectations.  A person’s gender identity 

doesn’t match their assigned sex. Gender diverse includes non-binary.

Intersex: People with an Intersex variation are born with physical, hormonal or 

genetic features that are neither wholly female nor wholly male; or a  

combination of female and male. They have a difference of body.

Queer: Queer is an umbrella term for diverse genders or sexualities. Some people 

use queer to describe their own gender and/or sexuality if other terms do not fit. 
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A Whole of Government Approach
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LGBTIQ+ Strategy
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LGBTIQ+ Strategy
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Key themes that emerged
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LGBTIQ+ Family Violence

• Royal Commission into Family Violence 
LGBTI-specific recommendations 166—169

• Implementation led by Diversity, Engagement and Strategy Branch, 
Family Safety Victoria (FSV), now part of Department of Families, fairness 
and Housing (DFFH)
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LGBTIQ+ Family Violence (cont’d)

Current research has found:

• 32.7% of LGBTIQ+ Australians 
reporting having been in a 
relationship where a partner was 
abusive (same sex or opposite sex 
partner).

• One third of this group sustained 
physical injuries

• Only 20% reported to police
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LGBTIQ+ Family Violence (cont’d)

Cross-government LGBTIQ+ initiatives and reform 
governance structures:

• Prevention: Office of Prevention and Women’s 
Equality

• Justice: Building more inclusive court responses

• LGBTI Family Violence Working Group (six weekly)

• Diverse Communities and Intersectionality Working 
Group (bi-monthly)

• The Family Violence Steering Committee and 
Victim Survivor Advisory Committee

• Pride in Prevention, A guide to primary prevention 
of family violence experienced by LGBTIQ 
communities by Rainbow Health
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Data and Service Improvement
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LGBTIQ+ data labelling

• It is important that trans and gender diverse 
people are recognised and acknowledged 
equally 

• Some people do not use a binary male or 
female pronoun or title to describe 
themselves

• If a person's gender or pronouns are unclear, 
you can ask the individual what pronouns 
they use (not prefer)

Charter of Human Rights Bench Book
http://www.judicialcollege.vic.edu.au/eManuals/CHRBB/index.htm#57262.
htm
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Why collect data?

• LGBTIQ+ Victorians 5.7%
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Demographic and Socio-economic data
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Social capital data
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Metropolitan LGAs / LGBTIQ+ populations

Proportion of LGBTIQ+ adults 

was significantly higher in     

18–34 years of age and living 

in the metropolitan LGAs of

▪ Darebin (C), 

▪ Melbourne (C), 

▪ Moreland (C),

▪ Port Phillip (C) and 

▪ Yarra (C)
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Some other data

Compared with non-LGBTIQ+ adults, a significantly 
lower proportion of LGBTIQ+ people: 

▪ experienced discrimination at home, in hospitals or a 
doctor’s surgery, in public places

▪ reported high/very high levels of psychological 
distress

▪ had ever been diagnosed with depression or anxiety

▪ had experienced family violence in the past 2 years

▪ were diagnosed with two or more chronic diseases

▪ were daily smokers
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Standard for Sex, Gender, Variations of Sex 
Characteristics and Sexual Orientation Variables

https://www.abs.gov.au/statistics/standards/standard-sex-gender-variations
-sex-characteristics-and-sexual-orientation-variables/latest-release  

https://www.vic.gov.au/victorian-
family-violence-data-collection-

framework/data-collection-standards-
lesbian-gay-bisexual
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Questions?
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Ro Allen

@comish_ro_allen

@comish_ro_allen

Follow me


