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La Trobe University acknowledges our campuses are located on the 
land s  of many Trad it ional Cus tod ians  in Vic toria  and  Ne w South Wale s . 
We  re c ognise  the ir ongoing c onne c t ion to the  land  and  value  the ir 
uniq ue  c ont rib ut ion to the  Unive rs ity and  wid e r Aus t ralian soc ie ty. 

La Trob e  Unive rs ity is  c ommit te d  to p rovid ing op p ortunit ie s  for 
Ab original and  Torre s  St rait  Is land e r p e op le , b oth as  ind ivid uals  and  
c ommunit ie s , through te ac hing, le arning, re se arc h and  p artne rship s  
ac ross  all our c amp use s .
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CONTINUITY OF CARE IN MCH

CONTINUITY OF CARE PHD PROJECT

RESEARCH QUESTION/S

RESEARCH DESIGN

SCHOLARSHIP DETAILS AND ELIGIBILITY



Title - Continuity of Care in Maternal and Child Health 
Feasibility Project
• Inaugural PhD scholarship for MCH nurses
• Jointly funded by Victorian Department of Health and La Trobe 

University
• Supported by Child, Family and Community Health Research 

Group at the Judith Lumley Centre, La Trobe University

Aim
To evaluate the feasibility and acceptability of implementing a 
continuity of MCH care model in MCH services that is flexible and 
responsive to family's needs. 

CONTINUITY OF 
CARE PHD 
PROJECT
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Research Question
Is the implementation of an MCH continuity of care model feasible and 
acceptable to parents/families, MCH nurses, nurse managers and service -
providers? 

Sub questions (examples)
• What different models can be used in MCH services (of all sizes) that 

support continuity of care?
• What are the perceived benefits for MCH nurses and parents/families? 
• What are the barriers and enabling factors to successful implementation 

of continuity models?
• Does an MCH continuity model improve maternal and child health and 

developmental outcomes? 
• Does an MCH continuity model increase engagement by families? for key 

visits over 12 months of age? 
• Does an MCH continuity model lead to earlier referral of identified 

children to secondary services?
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RESEARCH QUESTIONS



RE- AIM Framework (Glasgow et al., 
1999, 2019)
• REACH
• EFFECTIVENESS
• ADOPTION
• IMPLEMENTATION
• MAINTENANCE
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RESEARCH DESIGN

REACH

Are  familie s  more  
like ly to remain 
engaged  with 
MCH se rvices  
with a  CC mod e l?

EFFECTIVENESS

To what  extent  
d oes  a  CC mod e l 
imp rove  mate rnal 
and  child  health 
outcomes?

ADOPTION

Is  a  CC mod e l 
accep tab le  to 
MCH nurses  and  
p arents? What  
are  the  p otent ia l 
b arrie rs  to wid e r 
se rvice  ad op t ion?

IMPLEMENTATION

Is  the  CC mod e l 
cons is tent ly 
d e live red  b y MCH 
nurses  as  
p lanned ? What  
fac tors  enhance  
imp lementat ion?

MAINTENANCE

To what  extent  is  
the  CC mod e l 
emb ed d ed  into 
rout ine  MCH care  
and  p olicy. Is  the  
mod e l 
sus tainab le?



Scholarship 
• Duration – 3.5 years (max. 4 years full time)
• PhD Stipend - $34,000/annum (tax free) or approx. 

$1416.00/fortnight
• Student budget - $5000 total to spend on project needs 

(conferences, travel etc)
• Able to continue working 0.2 EFT

PHD
SCHOLARSHIP
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Eligibility
To apply for PhD candidature, you will need one of the following:
•an Australian Masters by research degree or international equivalent in a relevant discipline 
completed within the last ten years assessed at a La Trobe Masters by research standard of 70 or 
above; OR
•an Australian Bachelors (Honours) degree, Masters by coursework or ungraded Masters by 
research degree or an international equivalent completed within the last ten years where:

• your degree includes a research thesis of typically 15,000 -
20,000 words assessed at a La Trobe Masters by research 
standard of 70 or above; or

• your degree includes a written research component 
comprising at least 3/8 of one year* assessed at a La Trobe 
Masters by research standard of 70 or above; or

• you are the lead author of a peer - reviewed publication or 
other research published within the last ten years* 
assessed at a La Trobe Masters by research standard of 70 
or above.
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PHD APPLICATION 



THANK YOU
QUESTIONS?

La Trobe University CRICOS Provider Code Number 00115M TEQSA PRV12132 - Aus t ralian Unive rs ity

© Cop yright  La Trob e  Unive rs ity 20 24


	Continuity of MCH care��PhD Scholarship
	ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY
	Continuity of care in MCH
	Continuity of care phd project
	Research Questions
	Research design
	Phd scholarship
	PhD application 
	Thank you��Questions?

