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Aged and Disability Strategy Group 
 

Meeting notes Wednesday 13 June 2018 
 
 

Date and time Wednesday 13 May 2018   10.30am – 2.00pm 

Chairperson Ro Marks, MAV 

Location MAV, Level 11, 60 Collins St Melbourne 

Region Representative/s 

Mallee 

Loddon 

Ovens Murray 

Goulburn 

Central Highlands 

Hume Moreland 

North Eastern Melbourne 

Brimbank Melton 

Western Melbourne 

 

Bayside Peninsula 

Southern Melbourne 

Western District 

Barwon 

Inner East 

Outer East  

Inner Gippsland 

Outer Gippsland 

X 

Jillian Barham, Mount Alexander 

Leonie Painter, Wangaratta 

Jason Watts, Shepparton 

Ann Pitt, Ballarat 

X 

Adrian Murphy, Yarra; Corrienne Nichols, Nillumbik 

Coral Crameri, Melton 

Maria Weiss & Jasmine Graham, Moonee Valley; Tiffany Ledovski, 
Wyndham 

Joan Andrews, Bayside; Mary McGorry, Port Phillip 

Jayne Kierce, Dandenong; Lesley Farrell & Maryann D’Costa, Casey 

Jan Consedine, Moyne 

Bronwyn Saffron, Surf Coast 

May Hassan, Whitehorse; Heather Burns, Maroondah 

Wendy King, Maroondah; Mike Long, Michelle Penney, Knox; Simone 
Marais, Yarra Ranges 

Helen Taylor, Latrobe 

Rhonda James (T) 

Guests 

 

Department of Health & Human Services: Jayne Power 

Department of Health: George Pappas 

Australian Services Union: Lisa Darmanin 

MAV Clare Hargreaves, Ro Marks, Ellie Packham 

Apologies Mandy Gatliff, Dandenong; Wendy Gladman, Loddon; 
Bruce Myers, Swan Hill 

 
 

1.  Welcome / Acknowledgement / Introductions / Apologies 

 

 Ro Marks welcomed all attendees & expressed appreciation for attendance at today’s meeting. 

 Acknowledgement of the Traditional Owners of the land was given. 

 Introduction of Ellie Packham, Aged, Disability & Health Project Officer 

 Introductions made & apologies noted. 
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2.  MAV and Local Government Matters 

 

Community Care Matters – Considerations for Councils 

A discussion paper Community Care Matters - Considerations for Councils has been developed by the 

MAV as a reference document to assist Victorian councils prepare their response to the reforms of the 

community care service system. 

 

The paper presents an historical overview of the roles of local government in the provision of aged and 

disability services, a summary of recent aged care reforms, an overview of the 2018/19 Commonwealth 

investment in the provision of services to older Australians and the advocacy being led by the MAV 

through the Tripartite Community Care Officials Working Group. The paper has included some tools; the 

public interest framework and some strategic planning questions that may assist council’s work through 

the important decisions that will shape the delivery of community care services to their citizens, into the 

future. The paper will be distributed by 30 June 2018. 

 

Tripartite Community Care Officials Group 

The MAV on behalf of Victorian local government proactively seeks to influence the design of the 

community care service system and to this end convenes the Tripartite Community Care Officials 

Working Group (TCCOWG) which oversees the Statement of Intent between the Commonwealth of 

Australia, the Victorian government and local government, which recognises the role of local government 

in the planning, funding and delivery of aged and community care services. 

 

At the TCCOWG meeting on the 6 June, the MAV and local government representatives requested the 

Commonwealth to: 

1. regularly communicate to Victorian councils progress with the process for determining the next 

stage of the Commonwealth Home Support Program and Regional Assessment Service. 

2. include the expertise of Victorian local government in the codesign of the Commonwealth Home 

Support Program and Regional Assessment Service. 

3. determine the future of the Commonwealth Home Support Program and Regional Assessment 

Service and advise of these futures no later than December 2018. 

4. engage Victorian councils through the MAV in the codesign of community hubs proposed to 

support aged care navigation. 

5. include Victoria as one of the trial sites for the national assessment project which has a focus on 

wellness and reablement and undertake evaluation to determine the outcomes of a wellness and 

reablement approach. 

6. consider a new funding stream and / or fund local government to support service system 

oversight (that the services people need are available and accessible in local areas). 

7. respond to the submissions by MAV and local government to the Future Reform - An Integrated 

Care at Home Program to Support Older Australians’, submitted in September 2017. 

 

Developing a decision-making framework to inform councils future roles in community care 

The MAV has engaged INCITE information to conduct a series of workshops to assist regional councils 

to develop a decision-making framework to inform councils future roles in community care, given the 

transformational national reforms of the aged care and disability sectors. 

 

The first workshop is being offered to Community / Human Service Directors and Aged and Disability 

Managers of councils in the Ovens Murray and Goulburn regions in Benalla on Monday 25 June. 
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The second workshop for councils in the Mallee and Loddon regions is to be held in Bendigo on Monday 

6 August, and a third workshop for councils in the Western District and Central Highlands regions will be 

held in Ararat on Monday 13 August. 

 

Workshop participants will be provided with a comprehensive framework to guide decision-making, 

including a range of financial and non-financial evaluation criteria, and a process to develop and assess 

options. Participants will also consider appropriate processes and governance arrangements to advise 

and engage key stakeholders (eg Councillors, executives and clients and community). 

 

Thin Markets  

The Department of Social Services has committed to funding a project to determine practical solutions to 

thin markets to support Councils in rural and outer metropolitan Victoria to transition to the NDIS. 

The project will: 

 consult with councils; 

 analyse barriers and challenges to the provision of NDIS services by councils; 

 identify options to overcome these barriers and challenges; 

 provide support to the MAV to develop a ‘back-office’ function (within MAV or through a separate 

entity) to consolidate appropriate NDIS provider support functions to assist provision of NDIS 

services by councils; and 

 analyse and identify options for the applicability of solutions to councils. 

 

The Project will be overseen by the MAV, DHHS, NDIA & DSS. 

 

Local government and other matters raised 

1. Membership of the Tripartite Community Care Officials Working Group was discussed, including: 

 the need for appointments to be time limited 

 proxies to be appointed on behalf of absent members; and 

 the need for appointees to reflect rural, regional and metropolitan councils. 

 

2. Significant concern was expressed with regard to the Commonwealth potentially extending the 

current arrangements for the Commonwealth Home Support Program beyond 2020, given their delay 

in determining the future of the program. The ADSG strongly disapprove of this scenario and wish 

this message to be relayed to the Tripartite Community Care Officials Working Group. 

 

3. The ADSG requested the MAV seek legal advice regarding redundancy costs of workers. 

 

 

 
 

3.  Regional Assessment Services Beyond 2019 Jayne Power, DHHS 

 
Jane facilitated a discussion regarding the future of RAS. This included discussing: 

 Federal budget commitments – two key ones being: single assessment framework and the 
wellness and reablement trial. 

 Key features of a single assessment framework and how we see this working. 

 The national model as it is now, the model in Victoria for delivery of RAS, the 2015 tender, price 
(unit cost), what the department currently does and funds as a 'contractor'. 

 Strengths, weaknesses and opportunities for RAS in Vic. 

 Transition out planning - what needs to occur and by when- for 2019 or 2020. 
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4.  Australian Services Union Lisa Darmanin, ASU 

 
Lisa acknowledged the challenges facing councils at this point in time and expressed a desire to work 
collaboratively and strategically with local government to ensure positive outcomes for members and 
communities.  
 
It was agreed that a subcommittee / working group be established with representatives from the ADSG, 
Human Services Directors and at least one HR Manager. Expressions of interest will be sought, and a 
meeting facilitated by the MAV and held in the next month (if possible). 
 

 
 

5.  Next meeting 

 
Thursday 26 July from 11.00am – 2.00pm at the MAV 60 Collins Street Melbourne. 
 

 
 
Ro Marks 
MAV Aged & Disability Policy Adviser rmarks@mav.asn.au  Tel: 9667-5514 / 0417 260 958 
 
 

mailto:rmarks@mav.asn.au

