






1.  Remove ‘fostering competition’ as 

an excuse for more machines and 

require the VCGLR to judge that an 

area already has enough pokies

Section 3.1.1: 

There are two amendments here. One is intended to 

remove the provision about fostering competition, in order 

to permit the Commission to decide that an area already 

has enough EGMs and that no more are required. The 

second is to require the Commission to decide whether the 

EGM facilities in the area are sufficient to meet the needs 

of those who gamble without hurting themselves or others.

2.  Allow the Commission enough 

time to make the right decision

Section 3.3.8: 

This amendment is to remove the obligation from the 

Commission to make decisions within 60 days – this is 

likely to allow for more reflection on applications and give 

the Commission more room for better decisions.

4.  A stronger requirement for the 

Commission to take council 

submissions into account

Section 3.3.7(3): 

This amendment is to require the Commission to ‘have regard 

to’ rather than ‘consider’ any submission by the responsible 

authority. The effect of this change is to increase the extent to 

which the Commission must take the submission into account 

in determining the application.

Changing the legislation
The changes we are seeking are simple, are easily 

implemented, and aren’t nearly as expensive as some of 

the election pledges the major parties are throwing around.

We are seeking amendments to the Gambling Regulation 

Act that will help councils to protect vulnerable  

communities from inappropriate placement of pokies.

An overview is provided below – specific legislative 

language has been developed for discussion with the next 

Victorian Government.

In summary, the changes we are seeking to specific 

sections of the existing legislation are: 

Section 3.3.6: 

This amendment is to allow the responsible authority 

(local councils) 90 days for submissions regarding 

EGM applications, on the basis that they use their best 

endeavours to complete the application within that time. 

3.  Allow councils enough time to 

develop comprehensive submissions

5.  Make the applicant 

meet social and economic 

impact tests

Section 3.3.7(1): 

This amendment is to require the Commission to be 

satisfied by the applicant that the economic and social 

impact test has been met, thus placing the onus on the 

applicant to demonstrate this.

6.  Only grant applications that benefit 

the community

Section 3.3.7(1)(c): 

This amendment is to modify the social and economic 

impact test to require the effect of the application to be 

beneficial to the local community.

7.  Consider the specific community, not 

just a municipality-wide approach

Section 3.3.7(4): 

This amendment is to require the Commission to have 

particular regard to the social effects of the application 

on the immediate vicinity of the venue – not just the 

‘municipal district’.
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