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Two girls





10 year old



5 year old



“People take it hard on me mum”



“A younger form of  woman”

“Someone with female 

reproductive organs”

“You can’t trust anything that 

bleeds for a week and doesn’t 

die.”

“The female of  the human species. Defined by 

the possession of  vagina, breasts, and the 

ovaries. They are often found confusing by 

males.”

“Simultaneously the best 

and worst thing god 

created.”







Question

What is the biggest health issue for Victorian women?



 One in five (22%) young people agree that men should 

take control in relationships.

 A quarter of  young people (26%) agree that partner 

violence can be excused if  the perpetrator regrets it.

VicHealth’s Young Australians’ Attitudes to Violence against Women, 2015



What underpins violence against women: 

gender inequality and rigid gender roles

VicHealth

W.H.O.

U.N.



WHAT IS GENDER 

INEQUALITY?

Simple answer: 

when men and 

woman are valued 

differently and 

treated unequally

Average pay for MCHN $37 - $50 ph

Doctor: $290

Social worker: $24

Childcare worker: $22

More than 2/3 primary carers are female



What are gender roles?

Men

Tough

In control

Emotionless

Strong

Leaders

Active

Women

Caring

Weak

Sexualised

Emotional

Kind/nice

Passive



Take one assumption: boys are 

stronger
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