
Put Her Name on It

Kerry Wilson she/her
Kurnai Country 



Signs 





 
to address the gender 
gap in representation 

& recognition of 
women in public 

place naming and 
commemoration. 

 
 

A Campaign was born





Change the rules & prioritise 
the names of women in 
public place 
commemoration.
Measure the ratio
Data base of notable women

State Gov Local Gov
Audit
Acknowledge the gap
Accumulate a list of women
Amend policy/process
Add until equality 

The Ask



The issue/opportunity: 

Public place naming and commemoration has been historically been

dominated by men

Evidence & Analysis: 

•60 localities – 44 non gender specific, 16 male, 0 female – 0%

•1521 roads – 1246 non gender specific, 182 male, 93 female –

6%/34%

•111 features (to date) – 62 non gender specific, 41 male, 8 female –

7%/16%

•Only 1% statues in Melbourne feature historic women 

@ $100 per sign theres also an investment gap

Recommendation:

•Develop a list of historically significant women

•Work with community and developers to increase road and park

names after women

Bass Coast Council - Public Place Naming & Commemoration 



+

funded professional movement  
=



Gender Equality Act & Gender Impact Assessment  

new or up for review
have a direct and 
significant impact on the 
public

The Gender Equality Act 
requires a gender impact 
assessment to be conducted 
of policies, programs or 
services that are: 

Report to Commission every 2 
years 



 Reference Group
Communications and marketing

Research
Sector capacity building 

Finding Her Commemorative Tour
Launch 

Deliverables



Research 





Visibility  



Geographic Names Vic’s 
reviewed Naming of Places 
in Victoria guidelines
$1M Womens Public Art 
Fund 
 Gender Equality Act 2020 – 
GIAs 31/3/21
Safe and Strong KPI -Place 
naming 

 

State Gov Local
Progress

Policy
Investment
Audits
Lists of notable women
Projects
Awareness
Relationships
Linking  
Monitoring 

 



Geographic Names Victoria  

Sponsorship of Gender Vic & clear deliverables
Naming Rules for Places in Victoria Guidelines - 
Review May 2022  & include Gender Equity
VICNAMES register of 200,000 roads and 45,000 
places names now includes gender  
Shared progress with National and UN networks



Statues 



City of Melbourne 



Darebin Council - OSP & Place and Road Naming Policy  



Baw Baw Shire Council 



Bendigo City Council 

‘Finding Her Self-Guided Walking Tour’ for 2024.

150th cricket match re-enactment2024



City of Casey



2023 To Do List
$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$

1. Research results released - Vic's 1st
2. Launch Finding Her 
3. Connect 1000's people to Finding Her digital platform 
4. Add 20 additional women and sites t0 Finding Her 
5. Trial one AR commemoration on Finding Her 
6. 30% of Vic LGAs place naming and commemoration audits completed
7. 50% of Vic LGAs list of local notable women commenced 
8. 70% of Vic LGAs complete a place naming and commemoration GIA
9. Seed 10 new commemorative projects
10. Develop tools and templates to advance commemorative policy

 



Do a Gender Impact Assessment 
Investigate where your LGA is at 

LGA Survey 
Audit
Finding Her 

Start or continue the conversation 
interdepartmental - working group
Adopt the LGA 5 point approach pg 6
Identify project opportunities.
Seek a budget to advance work 

 

Your 2023 To do List    



I'd love to hear where you're at

Keep in touch!

m.0438637732
e.puthernameoin@genvic.org.au


