
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

EVENT PROGRAM 
TIME ITEM SPEAKERS 

8:45am - 8:50am Welcome   

Co-chairs  
Karen Mainwaring, MCH & Immunisation Services Coordinator, Banyule City 

Council 
Michelle Meyer, Coordinator MCH, Mansfield Shire Council 

8:50am – 8:55am Welcome to Country 
Welcome to Country  

Aunty Janet Galpin, Boonwurrung Land and Sea Council 

8:55am - 9:10am Opening Address 
Professor Euan Wallace AM, Secretary, Department of Health 

Kerry Thompson, CEO, Municipal Association of Victoria 

9:10am – 9:25am 
Reflections from 

MCaFHNA Conference 
Ann Hindell, MCH Nurse 

9:25am – 9:40am 

The Victorian journey 

of the pandemic - 

Telehealth 

Kim Howland, Manager - Community Services, MAV 

9:40am – 9:55am 

The Victorian journey 

of the pandemic - 

Hume experience 

Karen Gates, Coordinator – Maternal and Child Health, Hume City Council 

9:55am – 10:10am 

The Victorian journey 

of the pandemic - 

The surge response 

Helen Lees, Policy Adviser – Maternal and Child Health, MAV 

10:10am - 10:25am 
Questions from 

morning presenters 
Samantha Dunne, Senior Project Officer, Safer Care Victoria 

10:25am - 10:45am MORNING TEA 

10:45am – 11:45am Breastfeeding Update 

Anita Moorhead, Clinical Midwife Consultant, Royal Women’s Hospital 

Tanya Longmore, Clinical Nurse/Midwife Consultant, Royal Women’s 

Hospital 

11:45am – 12:05pm 

Service Provision in a 

diverse & multicultural 

community 

Cathie Arndt, Coordinator Maternal and Child Health, City of Greater 

Dandenong 

12:05pm – 12:20pm 
CALD Outreach 

Worker Initiative 

Karen Kerr, Early Years Policy Adviser, MAV 

Madeeha Khalil, Kindergarten Outreach Officer, Merri-bek City Council 

Aneke Harris, Early Years CALD Outreach Officer, City of Whittlesea  

12:20pm – 1:15pm 
Paediatric Refugee and 

Asylum Seeker Health 
Dr Rija Khanal, Immigrant Health Fellow, Royal Children’s Hospital 

1:15pm – 2:00pm LUNCH 

2:00pm – 2:15pm 
Brimbank Bear Bus 

during COVID 
Carmel Pritchard, Team Leader Enhanced MCH, Brimbank City Council 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

2:15pm – 2:30pm 
Supporting Families in 

Hotel Quarantine 
Fiona Ryan, Coordinator Maternal and Child Health , City of Port Phillip 

2:30pm – 2:45pm 

Community strength 

through covid 19 

outbreak 

Stacey East, MCH Team Leader, Greater Shepparton City Council 

2:45pm – 3:00pm 

MCH Line – A 

statewide telephone 

service 

Susan Bell, Manager - Maternal & Child Health Line, Department of Health 

3:00pm – 3:15pm 

Evolving Australian 

MCHN Centres for 

Natural Disasters. 

2020 Bushfire impact 

on nursing dyads in 

particular lactation 

stress 

Louise Middleton, Maternal and Child Health Nurse, Towong Shire Council 

3:15pm – 3:30pm 

Supporting our Mini 

Movers - integrating a 

Paediatric occupational 

Therapist into the Surf 

Coast Maternal and 

Child Health Service 

Amy Clemens, Coordinator Child and Family Health, Surf Coast Shire 

Lauren McDonnell, Paediatric Occupational Therapist, Surf Coast Shire 

3:30pm – 3:45pm 
Supporting our 

LGBTQIA+ community 

Jenni Aldous, MCH Nurse, Merri-bek City Council 

Marree Adams, MCH Nurse, Merri-bek City Council 

3:45pm – 4:00pm 
Questions from 

afternoon presenters 

Samantha Dunne, Senior Project Officer, Safer Care Victoria   

Helen Lees, Policy Adviser – Maternal and Child Health, MAV 

4:00pm CLOSE 

 


