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Multicentre NHMRC 
Centre of Research Excellence

Immunisation in Understudied & Special Risk Populations

ðClosing the gap in knowledge through a multidisciplinary approach

ðStream

ÅAboriginal and Torres Strait Islander vaccination needs 



4 Aboriginal Community Controlled Health Organisations

4 Strengths -based research

Immunisation Research



Immunisation - the opportunity to prevent 



Some immunisations é for some diseases



A perspective on diseases

4 Diseases can be very severe

4 Limitations in treatment success



A perspective on vaccines

4 The opportunity to prevent

4 The risk of diseases outweighs the risk of vaccine side -effects



Respect

4Itõs OK for parents to worry about immunisation 
side-effects

4 I have enormous respect for people with concerns 
about immunisation side -effects



Topics for today

4 Understanding the challenges of communication

4 Respectful, non -judgmental discussions
ð Active listening

ð Answering questions

ð Providing resources

4 Understanding the knowledge gap
ðDiseases

ð Vaccines



Explaining to parents

ðDiseases

ÅThe young immune system
ÅLimitations in treatment
ÅThe relevance to their child

ðVaccines

ÅHow vaccines are made
ÅVaccine side-effects
ÅConjugate vaccines
ÅImportant imported diseases
ÅCombination vaccines
ÅVaccine additives
ÅLive vaccines
ÅOptions 



Owning vaccine side - effects

4 All medications have side -effects

ðJust like aspirin and paracetamol

4 All immunisations have side -effects



Owning vaccine side - effects

4 For each immunisation there is a list of

ðCommon side-effects
ðRare side-effects

4 All side -effects are significant



Owning vaccine side - effects

4We weigh-up the risks and benefits 



Consider this é

4 Plane crash

4 It is a valid worry

4 Why donõtõ we demonstrate a respect for all people with worries 
about vaccine side -effects?

4 Why do some people refer to them as

ð ôThe worried wellõ ?



Vaccine Preventable 
Diseases
4 Why do we immunise againsté..

ðTetanus

ðDiphtheria

ðPertussis

ðPolio

ðHaemophilus influenza type B

ðHepatitis B

ðMeasles

ðMumps

ðRubella

ðMeningococcal C

ðVaricella

ðInfluenza

ðHPV

ðMeningococcal W



Previouslyé

4Knowledge exchange about diseases

ðNeighbours
ðFamily dinners
ðNewspapers
ðTV
ðRadio


