
Finding space for nature: 
A set of approaches to making cool, walkable streets
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Target: 30% 
Currently: 17%

2040 Target: 40% (public realm) 
Currently: 23%

2030 target: 23% 
Currently: 19.8%

2031 target: 50% (bikeways, footpath) 
Currently: 44% citywide
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65ha = 9 Flagstaff Gardens
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7.2ha



x25!



Two paths to systematic land use change

• A few huge, iconic moves

• A few hundred modest re-balancings



Set 1: the showpieces



Seoul, Korea

Cheonggyecheon stream
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Bishan Park, Singapore
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‘Grey to Green’ - Sheffield, UK



BEFORE



AFTER





30 green corridors total



Medellin, Colombia

20km shaded 
ped/bike paths



2 degrees cooler 



Set 2: small but systematic



Makati Urban Patios
Makati, Phillipines







Fitzroy, Melbourne



Brunswick, Melbourne



Copenhagen, Denmark



Guildford Lane, Melbourne CBD



Three cities to 
watch

• London’s LTN program

• Barcelona’s superblocks

• Paris’ Hidalgo phenomenon



82% remaining
47% traffic reduction
Strong public support

82% remaining
47% traffic reduction
Strong public supportLondon’s LTNsLondon’s LTNs







Barcelona’s superblocksBarcelona’s superblocks





Turns out these were the prototypes



Girona Green AxisGirona Green Axis



Rocafort SquareRocafort Square



Paris: huge promises, and a few big wins 





May 5, anyone?



• Removal of 70,000 car parking 
spaces on streets (50%)

• ‘School streets’ for kids during 
school hours

• Higher parking fees for larger 
cars

• 180km of new bike lanes

• 40 football pitches worth of 
pedestrianised streets by 2030

• 50% of the city's surfaces 
vegetated and permeable









What could a systematic change in Melbourne’s streets look like?
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So, what do 
we do with 
the space?

1. Prepare standard, replicable designs

2. Model the benefits

• Stormwater infiltration

• Canopy cover growth

• Ecological connectivity



Grey to green,
Sheffield
(@nigeldunnett)





Faraday Street, Carlton. 
Image prepared by ASPECT Studios. 



Canopy specialist: 
Dr Alessandro Ossola



30-60ha



If we can achieve the “20% Private/Resi, 200m” scenario… 

78.8 million litres of 
stormwater intercepted 
annually



23.8 tonnes of litter

If we can achieve the “20% Private/Resi, 200m” scenario… 



176 tonnes of sediment

If we can achieve the “20% Private/Resi, 200m” scenario… 





Thanks!
Thami.croeser@rmit.edu.au
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