Buy Recycled Template: Tender Response Schedule options 
Environmental Sustainability criteria and questions 
Purpose
Including environmental sustainability criteria and questions in a Tender Response Schedule informs tenderers about the objectives your council is seeking through the procurement. 
The information gathered through the responses to these criteria and questions can be considered as part of the tender evaluation process. It can be formally evaluated and contribute to the weighted assessment. Alternatively, it can be provided for information only and not form part of the weighted assessment but demonstrate the council’s sustainability objectives and encourage tenderers to consider sustainability within the project. 
[bookmark: _Toc113636729]Please find a) content, b) criteria and c) questionnaire which can inserted within the Environmental Sustainability Section of your council’s Tender Response schedule, to support sustainable procurement at your council, including the procurement of recycled products.
Content
Background of Environmental Sustainability 
Council is committed to environmental sustainability outcomes. This includes the efficient use of resources (energy, water, and materials), protecting ecological systems and achieving zero net greenhouse gas emissions and zero waste. Council will give preference to tender responses that deliver environmentally preferable and “Value for Money” outcomes.
Council recognises that procurement decisions have an impact on the environment and that through considered purchasing decisions Council has the opportunity to contribute to positive environmental outcomes, maximising long-term benefits for the community (including using recycled products and materials, reducing resources, consumption and minimising waste during the procurement life cycle).  
Criteria (in a Self-Assessment Table) 
Please note responses to the criteria below can be included as part of the formal evaluation.
Please find a range of criteria below to choose from when selecting your evaluation criteria. The Tenderer will then be required to demonstrate the Environmental Sustainability aspect of its tender by completing the criteria you have included. When Environmental Sustainability criteria is utilised, the scoring must be based on benefits that are identifiable and reasonable.

	No. 
	Criteria
	Weighting %
	Select response

	
	Does your organisation commit to providing regular, detailed reports throughout the duration of the project, documenting the types and quantities of recycled materials used, associated cost metrics, and any relevant environmental impact assessments? 
Note: (for tenderer) Please outline your proposed reporting frequency and format as part of your tender response. OR (for council) if your council has their own reporting template, include it in the tender documents.
	e.g. 10%
	


· Yes – please attach a copy 
· No

	1. 
	Does your business have an environmental management system?
	e.g. 15%
	· Yes, third party accredited
· Yes, but not accredited
· No
If ‘Yes’, please attach a copy.

	2. 
	Does your business have a current environmental policy?

	e.g. 10%
	· Yes - please attach a copy
· No

	2a.
	If yes, please outline if and how the prioritisation of recycled products and materials is encouraged and managed (in the internal operations and within your supply chain).

	e.g. 5%
	

	3. 
	What level of environmental performance does your business propose for this contract? 
Note: Justification for Q3 should include environmental objectives, actions and specifications proposed for the work under this contract, such as:  
· the choice of products with recycled content 
· how waste will be minimised / eliminated,
· the choice of products and services with low embodied carbon and water
· the choice of products with lower emissions 
· how greenhouse gas emissions will be minimised / eliminated, 
· how water quality and biodiversity will be protected and enhanced, 
	e.g. 20%
	· Excellent
· Very Good
· Good
· Some
· Minimal
· None


	
	Please provide a justification for your Q3 response:

	4. 
	What level of past environmental performance relating to the following can your business demonstrate? 
Note: Justification for Q4 should include examples of performance in past projects.
· the choice of products with recycled content 
· how waste will be minimised / eliminated,
· the choice of products and services with low embodied carbon and water
· the choice of products with lower emissions 
· how greenhouse gas emissions will be minimised/eliminated, 
· how water quality and biodiversity will be protected and enhanced 
	e.g. 20%
	· Excellent
· Very Good
· Good
· Some
· Minimal
· None



Questionnaire 
Please note, responses to the questions below are for information only and do not form part of the weighted assessment.
Councils may wish to include an Environmental Sustainability Questionnaire where the tenderer may be requested to provide further evidence/commentary to support the information above. 

This may include providing information on sustainability impacts of its products either by identifying the type and percent of recycled material, or providing information on the embodied CO2 (kg/tonne).  
Tenderers who do not complete and lodge the questionnaire can be ineligible for selection however the responses are for information only and do not form part of the weighted assessment.

Below is a list of questions that could be selected for inclusion as part of an Environmental Sustainability Questionnaire.

	Recycled Materials Utilisation

	If your organisation uses recycled materials, what is your strategy for incorporating them into [road/infrastructure/landscaping] projects? 



	Recycled Materials Utilisation

	If relevant, can you specify the types and percentages of recycled materials you would plan to use in this project by completing the template below?

		Material and/or product
	Recycled components
	Percentage Recycled Material
	Australian Standard Product meets
	$/Cubic metre
	Embodied Co2 (kg/tonne)

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	






Please note, SV also has a more detailed data collection spreadsheet template available that could be provided to tenderers.  
	Recycled Materials Utilisation

	If your organisation uses recycled materials, does your organisation have any initiatives to address the use and/or increase of use of products containing recycled materials and their impacts across the supply chain?

	




	Recycled Materials Utilisation

	If your organisation uses recycled materials, how much of your overall business operations are focusing on the use of recycled materials? For example, if all your products contained recycled materials then indicate 100%.


	




	Recycled Materials Utilisation

	If your recycled product price is higher than the average product with virgin content and materials, please indicate a percentage of price variation and provide a brief description.

	







	Sustainable Procurement

	Please describe your company's sustainable procurement policies and practices. How do you ensure that the materials and resources used in [road/infrastructure/landscaping] projects align with environmental and social sustainability criteria?

	





	Circular Economy Approach

	Could you provide examples of how your company incorporates circular economy principles into [road/infrastructure/landscaping] projects? Specifically, how do you minimise waste, promote resource efficiency, and extend the lifecycle of materials and products?

	






	Plastic pollution

	Please provide a list of any products required in this procurement that contain problematic or unwanted plastic content that should be avoided?

	




	Innovation for Sustainability

	Describe any innovative approaches or technologies your company has adopted to enhance sustainability in [road/infrastructure/landscaping] projects. How do you stay updated on emerging trends and best practices in sustainable infrastructure development?
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