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STATE COUNCIL
9 September 2016
RESOLUTIONS FROM MEMBERSHIP



[bookmark: _GoBack]Retaining rural, metro and deaf access funding in the transition to NDIS
Resolution
​That the MAV advocate to the State Government to ensure that funding is secured for the Rural, Metro and Deaf Access programs currently funded through the Victorian Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS) when funding transitions to the National Disability Insurance Scheme (NDIS).
Developing a regional public transport policy and flexible services
Resolution
​That the MAV advocate to Public Transport Victoria to develop a policy on regional public transport service levels for smaller communities and trial a flexible service that uses smaller vehicles.
Tax Deductibility – Election Expenses
Resolution
​That the Municipal Association of Victoria State Council further writes to the Australian Tax Office seeking an urgent review of the current ceiling of $1,000 for election expenses that can be claimed by candidates for council elections.
Support for crown committees of management responsible for strategic community facilities
Resolution
​That the MAV make representation to the State Government to advocate for stronger support for community committees managing Crown reserves on behalf of the State.
Proposed landfill licence conditions
Resolution
​That the MAV seek Ministerial support for a Strategic approach to developing Landfill Licence conditions, to enable Local Government and broader stakeholder input, as an alternative to the recent unilateral development and imposition of Landfill Licence conditions by the Environment Protection Authority Victoria.
Infrastructure Funding
Resolution
​That the Municipal Association of Victoria advocate to the State Government and the Federal Government for improved funding levels and partnerships with local government in the delivery of major infrastructure projects of a regional and state significance.


Upgrade of Bus Services
Resolution
​That the MAV strongly advocate to the State Government to upgrade the bus services between Manningham and the Melbourne CBD to a state-of-the-art Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) standard, including a dedicated, purpose built busway along the Eastern Freeway, to also preserve the freeway reservation for future rail.
Video Conferencing for MAV Meetings and Forums
Resolution
​That the MAV utilise video conference technology to a greater extent to enable attendance at various forums that are run over a two to four hour period by more rural and remote councils.
Electronic Gaming Machines
Resolution
1. That the MAV reaffirms the 2014 State Council motion seeking a $1 maximum bet limit with a maximum $120.00 limit per hour (the 1/120 solution) to be phased in over a period of five years acknowledging that only 2.5 years remain to achieve this outcome
2. That the MAV supports the removal of all misleading and deceptive features that are currently programmed into Electronic Gaming Machines such as losses disguised as wins and fake near-misses.
3. That the MAV calls on State and Federal Governments to legislate and regulate to ensure all misleading and deceptive features are removed from Electronic Gaming Machines
Indian Myna Bird Control
Resolution
​That the Municipal Association of Victoria advocates to the state and federal governments to ensure the Indian Myna Bird is classified as a pest species in relevant legislation and advocates to establish a coordinated Indian Myna bird control strategy.
Appointments to the Vision Super Board
Resolution
​That the Municipal Association of Victoria establish a formal and structured application process to nominate and appoint members to the Vision Super Board and that all Victorian councillors and executive officers (ie. CEO and Directors) be encouraged to apply as part of this process.
Urban and Regional Food Declaration
Resolution
​That the MAV endorse the ‘Urban and Regional Food Declaration’ developed by Sustain: The Australian Food Network, which commits signatories to support of a sustainable, healthy and fair food system.
Wicked Campers
Resolution
​The City of Ballarat is calling on the MAV to lobby the State Government in regards to the offensive and, we believe, discriminatory slogans that are presented on wicked campers which degrade women, are offensive to minority groups, and generally project a very poor image of Australia as a welcoming, tolerant, and progressive nation.
Coordination of Regional Structures
Resolution
​That the MAV seek a commitment from the Victorian Government to undertake a review of regional structures across state agencies with the objective that these regions align with each other and with municipal boundaries wherever practicable.
Fairer Federal Infrastructure Funding to Victorians
Resolution
That the MAV pursue with ALGA, advocacy to the Federal Government on:
(1) enhanced federal funding of urban rail infrastructure; and
(2) fairer infrastructure funding to Victoria.
State Land Tax
Resolution
​That the MAV seek an explanation from the Premier, Treasurer and Minister for Local Government as to why land tax rates have not altered since 2009, despite rising property values delivering a windfall to state government coffers with a revenue increase of 28.3% in the past year.
Maximum Height Limit for all Buildings in Residential Zones
Resolution
​That the MAV calls on the State Government to close the loophole which allows for buildings defined as non-residential to be exempt from the mandatory maximum height limits set under the residential zones.
Positive Information Campaign
Resolution
​That the MAV initiates and leads a proactive information campaign to:
(a) increase awareness and support from the State Government, the media and the community for the vital and positive role of local government in Victoria; and 
(b) respond as a strong sector voice to inaccurate or bias commentary that seeks to undermine trust and confidence in local government.


Responding to Youth Crime
Resolution
​That in response to the recent escalation in violent youth criminal offences, the Municipal Association of Victoria State Council calls on the State Government to:
1. Increase resources for the criminal justice system;
2. Provide for appropriate sentencing laws for young criminal offenders; and
3. Direct greater effort towards preventative measures, in particular, concentrating more targeted resources on highly disadvantaged individuals and families as well as establishing policing innovation hubs, as outlined in the “Victoria Police blue paper: a vision for Victoria Police in 2025”.
Sporting Bodies Imposing New Infrastructure Standards
Resolution
​That the MAV advocate to the State Government local government’s concern that parent sporting bodies are imposing new infrastructure standards on local sporting groups, which local clubs are unable to afford or provide. The consequence of this is that local sporting clubs are approaching local government for financial support, which extend far beyond what local government can or should provide.
Act for the Future
Resolution
​That the MAV and member councils actively respond to the current Act for the Future – Directions for a new Local Government Act seeking a principles based legislative framework that enables councils to operate in an efficient and effective manner for the benefits of their local communities and without undue prescription and administrative burden. In addition, the sector take the lead in producing its own guidelines and best practice recommendations through its peak body rather than look to the state to provide them.
Australian Disability Parking Scheme
Resolution
​That the MAV advocate to the State Government, in particular the State Minister for Transport and VicRoads, to prioritise the implementation of the Australian Disability Parking Scheme in Victoria.


Feed in Tariffs for Community Owned Renewable Energy Projects
Resolution
​That the MAV advocate to State Government for the adoption of Feed in Tarrifs that
(a) reflect the true economic, social and environmental value of distributed renewable energy generation, and that
(b) effectively support the long term viability of Community Owned Renewable Energy projects.
Increase of Police Funding
Resolution
​That the MAV advocate to the State Government for more police numbers.
Bushfire Management Overlay Amendment
Resolution
​That MAV advocate strongly on behalf of councils, and provide resource support to ensure that the introduction of new Bushfire Management Overlay maps across the State is undertaken in a manner that allows councils and their communities to adequately review the proposed changes and ensure that there is supporting information and processes to lessen the administrative burden of the extended controls on councils.
Parking Facilities at Metropolitan Railway Stations
Resolution
That the MAV:
(a) calls on the State Government to make public the completed audit of parking facilities at metropolitan railway stations as a matter of urgency to assist councils in responding to commuter parking issues; and
(b) strongly advocate for a Task Force to be established consisting of representatives from the Minister of Transport, Local Government sector and public transport to investigate the issue and explore solutions of the commuter parking issues.
Municipal Association Act
Resolution
​That this State Council seek a commitment from the Victorian Government that the planned review of the Municipal Association Act 1907 will include meaningful consultation directly with Victoria's municipal councils, and will not rely solely on consultation with the MAV itself, or sector consultation facilitated by the MAV.
Affordable Housing
Resolution
That the MAV State Council call on:
1. Federal and State Governments to develop a joint position on how they will increase the supply of social housing by: 
· Undertaking a needs analysis to understand social housing required 
· Implementing Inclusionary Zoning in the Victoria Planning Provisions as one possible mechanism to increase the supply of social housing in Victoria
· Increasing investment in provision of social housing to address identified need
2. The Council of Australian Governments, the State Government and the Australian Local Government Association to recognise the futility of local governments completing an affordable housing statement
3. The State Government to work collaboratively with local government and other stakeholders to improve housing affordability.
Distribution of Tax Revenue
Resolution
​That the MAV seek a more equitable distribution of tax revenue to maintain service level capacity in local government.
Landfill levy distribution
Resolution
​That the MAV advocate to the State Government for a greater return of accrued landfill levy funds to local government to support projects that will provide significant benefits to both the community and the environment.
Melbourne Airport Rail Link
Resolution
​That the MAV  call on the State Government and relevant government agencies for investment in the development of a Melbourne Airport Rail Link to provide an appropriate infrastructure link between Melbourne Airport and the Melbourne CBD, and that the alignment of this project service the Highpoint Shopping Centre.
Country Fire Authority EBA - no cost to local government
Resolution
​That MAV seek an assurance from the State Government that any adopted Country Fire Authority (CFA) Enterprise Bargaining Agreement (EBA) does not have a negative financial impact on Victorian local government authorities.
Council Amalgations
Resolution
​That in light of recent comments made by the Minister of Local Government about council amalgamations, the MAV State Council expresses concerns regarding the lack of sector consulation about the matter and asks the Minister to clarify her comments.
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